FireSmart NEIGHBOURHOOD RECOGNITION PROGRAM

Canada

Wildland Fire Hazard Assessment Form

FireSmart Canada’s Neighbourhood Recognition Program teaches people how to live with wildland
fire and increase their home's chance of survival through proactive actions, while encouraging
neighbours to work together to reduce losses and damage. The Neighbourhood Wildland Fire
Hazard Assessment is an important step in the FireSmart neighbourhood recognition process. It's a
tool to help neighbourhood residents understand their wildland fire hazard and how to reduce it.

Research has shown embers (burning pieces of airborne wood and/or vegetation that can be
carried up to two kilometres by the wind) and small surface fires to be the primary source of home
ignitions during wildland fires.

Residents must prepare their home to withstand embers and minimize the likelihood of flames or
surface fire touching the home or any attachments. This can be accomplished by choosing ignition-
resistant building materials and construction technigues and limiting the amount of flammable
vegetation in the three home ignition zones that surround each home. Periodic maintenance of
vegetation is also important.

EXTENDED ZONE
10 m to 30 m

INTERMEDIATE ZONE
1.5 mto 10 m

IMMEDIATE ZONE

Omto 1.5 m

HOME
IGNITION
ZONE

FireSmart, Intelli-feu and other associated Marks are trademarks of the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre (CIFFC).
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OVERVIEW

It is

not uncommon for home ignition zones to overlap onto adjacent properties. This makes the

conditions of neighbouring homes and vegetation a part of the wildland fire threat. To maximize
benefits, it's important that neighbours work together to reduce their shared wildland fire hazard

and

The

risk.

Neighbourhood Wildland Fire Hazard Assessment speaks to the general conditions in the

neighbourhood and does not provide details on individual properties.

The assessment process: The assessment should focus on:
e |s completed by the Neighbourhood e Vulnerability of homes to embers,

Recognition Program (NRP) Specialist during ignition of small surface fires, and crown
a walk-through or a drive-by of the fire.
neighbourhood and does not require each
individual dwelling unit to have a home e Condition of the structures themselves.
hazard assessment completed prior to the
neighbourhood assessment. e Immediate hazards within the Home

lgnition Zone on individual properties.
Needs a logical recognized neighbourhood

boundary (defined by streets, adjacent e Concerns presented by common/open
public property, infrastructure rights-of- space areas or adjacent public lands.
way, eto).

Also consider factors that impact hazard and influence fire behaviour or structure ignitability:

Home construction characteristics (materials used for roofs, siding, decks, etc)
General landscaping characteristics - vegetation types and condition
Slope and aspect (direction a neighbourhood faces - north, south, east, or west)

Housing density

The Neighbourhood Wildland Fire Hazard Assessment reccomendations are to be prioritized in
the Neighbourhood Mitigation Plan and used by the FireSmart Neighbourhood Committee to
organize FireSmart events within the neighbourhood boundaries.
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DEFINING THE FIRESMART NEIGHBOURHOOD

The size of the FireSmart Neighbourhood is largely determined by the FireSmart Neighbourhood
Champion and Committee - their comfort level with the location and number of neighbourhood
properties is all important. It may be most efficient to limit the size of the neighbourhood to ‘block
party sized' groups of between 20 and 50 homes. Larger neighbourhoods that feature existing
homeowner or cottager associations may also be quite workable.

General Neighbourhood Description
Neighbourhood Name: Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes

Community (Town/City): Lanark County Prov/Terr: ON E|

Latitude: 44.8052*N Longitude: -76.4973*w

Boundary Description:

Provide a description of the neighbourhoods recognized boundaries such as streets, crown, or
municipal land parcels, utility, or other infrastructure rights-of-way, etc.

* For boundary visual aid consult Appendix A: Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Reference Map.

The Southwestern boundary of the Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes area regarding this assessment can be defined as the
County Road 36, "Bolingbroke Rd" corridor as it passes the area. Depicted by Red highlight on the reference map. This
Boundary begins at the intersection of Little Silver Lake Rd, and is encompassing the area in the segment through to the
intersection of Rainbow Ln. There are 6 residential homes in this area off Couty rd 36. County rd 36 is a well maintained
county road that provides unlimited access and egress to both the South and North to Ontario's road network. The vegetation
in this Southwestern boundary is predominantly deciduous, with sparse pockets of conifer in segregated stands or solitary
such as cedar and White Pine. The best representation of the Canadian Forest Fire Behaviour Prediction Fuel Type is
Deciduous, D2 for leaf on conditions in the summer and D1 in the shoulder season of leaf off. This deciduous fuel type is
supported by tree species such as Oak, Ironwood, Beech and Maple to name a few, with an forest floor comprised of loose
leaf litter and hardwood grasses/ferns and a standard amount of natural dead fall.

The Northwestern boundary of this assessment can be identified as the area from the start of Rainbow Ln, through to and
along Rainbow Ln A and up to / including the seasonal camp at the north end of Little Silver Lake. This boundary segment is
identified as Green on the reference map. There are approximately 22 main dwelling structures on this boundary. The
vegetation along this boundary is again primarily comprised of deciduous hardwoods, with some White Pine and small
pockets of conifer scattered throughout the hardwood forest. The best representation of the Canadian Forest Fire Behaviour
Prediction Fuel Type is Deciduous, D2 for leaf on conditions in the summer and D1 in the shoulder season of leaf off. This
deciduous fuel type is also supported by tree species such as Oak, Ironwood, Beech and Maple to hame a few, with an forest
floor comprised of loose leaf litter and hardwood grasses/ferns similar as the Southwestern boundary.

The Northeastern boundary of this assessment is identified as Blue highlight on the reference map, and begins adjacent to
the camp on the north shore of Little Silver Lake and extends south to Little Silver Lake road. This Boundary has no
structures within it. The best representation of the Canadian Forest Fire Behaviour Prediction Fuel Type is Mixedwood 25%
conifer, M2-25% for leaf on conditions in the summer and M1-25% in the shoulder season of leaf off. This mixed wood fuel
type is supported by tree species such as Cedar, White Pine, Spruce, Oak, Ironwood, Beech and Maple to name a few, with
an forest floor comprised of loose leaf litter and hardwood grasses/ferns and pockets of pine needles in more dense conifer.

The Southeastern boundary is identified by Yellow on the reference map, encompassing all structures and area along Little
Silver Lake Rd. There are approximately 28 main dwelling structures along this boundary. The vegetation along this
boundary is again primarily comprised of Mixedwood 25% conifer, M2-25% for leaf on conditions in the summer and M1-25%
for leaf off in the shoulder seasons. Very similar as the Northeastern boundary, with less spruce component.
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General Neighbourhood Information

Number of properties - homes within the neighbourhood's identified boundary.
Note: Multiple neighbourhoods can be located within a single large community.

For definition purposes, a dwelling unit is:
e A household/residence built for occupancy by one person, a family, or roommates, including mobile

homes and cahins; and for multi-family residential occupancies (i.e. duplexes)
e Townhomes

e An apartment building with 10 units is considered ten dwelling units

Description of Properties within the Boundary

Number of dwelling units: ~56 Number of residents: ~112Summer

Residential types in the neighbourhood (check all that apply):

[1| Single Family Duplex Townhome

Apartment Mobile/Manufactured Other

Types of ownership (check all that apply):

[1| Private Rental Public (Crown/Municipal)

Reservation

Lot sizes (check all that apply):

Less than 0.05 hectares or 500 square metres - (30’ X 100’ lot = 0.03 hectares)

0.05 to 0.1 hectares or 500 to 1,000 square metres - (60’ x 100’ lot = 0.06 hectares)

[]| 0.1 to 0.25 hectares or 1,000 to 2,500 square metres - (100’ x 100’ lot = 0.1 hectares)

[1| Greater than 0.5 hectares or 5,000 square metres

Other Neighbourhood Information (eg . Full time residents vs vacation/absentee residents,
commercial/business operations, existing Homeowners Association or other groups):

Approximately 30% of the properties are full time residences, and 70% are seasonal. Full time residence is increasing in
popularity and numbers as time progresses compared to seasonal property retreats with retirement living traits. The Little
Silver Lake is serviced by a public boat launch that does see visitors from time to time. The Lakes are both part of an
Association, that leads this request, 'Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners Association'. The Association has
a website, regular meetings and are in a excellent position to support each other through emergencies and / or non
emergency events. The three road groups maintain an excellent conditioned and maintained series of roads to access
the properties and has a positive outlook on public safety.
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Description of Local Wildland Fire Characteristics

Fire intensity and rate of spread depend on the vegetation type (coniferous/deciduous) and condition
(live/dead), topography, and typical weather patterns.

Describe the common vegetation types in the neighbourhood (ie. grasses, shrubs, and trees):

The area is comprised predominantly with deciduous species such as Oak, Beech, Ironwood and Maple, as listed in
the boundary descriptions. Other deciduous species present include Basswood, Poplar, White Birch, and Sumac. All
of which are non fire favorable in the green state, which host low overall fire intensity predictions compared to other
tree species and associated forest dynamics. Conifer species present include White Pine, Red Pine, Hemlock, Eastern
White Cedar, Spruce and Balsam Fir. The distribution of conifer species is sparse and separated, intermixed in the
deciduous stand, making this fuel type adjacent to the community lower risk from wildland fire during the summer
conditions, also known and referred to as the 'Greened Up' or 'Leaf On' state. Wildland fire overall in the summer
would require extreme weather parameters coupled to an prolonged drought to be a Hazard or problematic. As such
the highest fuel / fire behaviour risk for this area's fuel type as observed in the region would be during the shoulder
seasons of the year such as in the spring before leaf on and before herbaceous materials flush with new growth, and
before grasses cure, whilst then again in the fall, after leaf off and the ferns/grasses are killed off for the season from
frost. This is due to the amount of moisture these types of deciduous species retain while in the greened up state,
versus when they are dead and accumulated. Moisture reduces fire behaviour and the predominant species in this
area hold moisture very well in the growing season. Therefore Fall and Summer are the highest fuel risk here.

Describe the topography within the neighbourhood (ie. geographical features such as steep
slopes and what direction the slope faces, the presence of ravines and gullies or is the area primarily flat):

Topography observed in person, as well as supported by imagery and topographical maps available conclude this land
base is rolling to slightly hilly as topography relates to wildland fire behaviour. There are many instances of ridge lines
and steep slopes, however, none are extensive beyond 250 meters in continuous nature. These topographical
features will play limited roles in fire behaviour at the macro scale, however, will effect Fire behaviour in the micro scale
for small incidents more so as fires favor growth upslope and are restricted to burn downslope. Combined with the
predominant slope aspects leading down to the Lakes and associated structures, as well as the deciduous fuel type,
slope allowance set backs for these structures in the area are not required to modify the Home Ignition Zones
distances at this time. The downslope predominantly seen towards structures will favor reduced fire growth towards
the structures on the lake shores from fires originating in the outer-lying areas, whilst the upslope from the lake shore
to structures could be a micro accelerator for any fires occurrences that originate on the lake shores - pending wind
direction and weather parameters. Road ways throughout the area and surrounding this community act as both ease
of access/egress as well as micro barriers to fire spread. Open bedrock is found in sparse locations and also act as a
micro barrier, and lastly many water features such as ponds/Lakes act as frequent macro fire barriers.

Wind exposure

No regular exposure to winds |[[1| Regularly exposed to winds

Frequent severe winds

History of wildland fire:

Area with recent history of fire occurrence |L1| Area with history of fire occurrence

Area with no history of fire occurrence Unknown
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NEIGHBOURHOOD OBSERVATIONS
Use this section to record observations from within the neighbourhood and recommendations for
action that can be included in the Neighbourhood Mitigation Plan. Photos that illustrate successful

hazard reduction efforts and areas that need improvement are useful and may be filed with
Neighbourhood Recognition Program documents.

Remember, this is a neighbourhood-wide view and should report on the overall conditions of the
entire neighbourhood. Individual home ignition zone assessments are not required for the
Neighbourhood Wildland Fire Hazard Assessment.

Observations

The observation section is broken down by the characteristics of homes and the vegetation
management within the home ignition zones and common areas. Mark the appropriate box for each
category that best represents the conditions within the neighbourhood.

Immediate Zone

This zone includes the exterior of the structure and a non-combustible area that extends O m-1.5 m
around the structure.

Homes

Ceneral building construction: Are homes made from ignition resistant building materials?

Roofing Materials

Fire-rated: Good condition roof materials (metal, clay, asphalt shingles).
Non-fire rated: Unrated roof materials (wooden shake) or fire rated shingles in poor condition.

LI| Creater than 75% of homes have fire-rated roof materials (metal, clay, asphalt shingles)

50% to 75% of homes have fire-rated roof materials (metal, clay, asphalt shingles)

25% to 50% of homes have fire-rated roof materials (metal, clay, asphalt shingles)

Less than 25% of homes have fire-rated roof materials (metal, clay, asphalt shingles)
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Gutter Type and Roof Cleanliness

Gutter Type and leaf litter, pine needles, or debris on roof or in gutters.

Creater than 75% of homes have non-combustible gutters, with cleaned roof and gutters

L[ 50% to 75% of homes have non-combustible gutters, with cleaned roof and gutters

O] 25% to 50% of homes have non-combustible gutters, with cleaned roof and gutters

Less than 25% of homes have non-combustible gutters, with cleaned roof and gutters

Vents and Openings

Vents allow air to flow in or out of buildings and can be a potential ignition source.

1| Greater than 75% of homes have non-combustible, fire-rated vents with 3mm screening

50% to 75% of homes have non-combustible, fire-rated vents with 3mm screening

25% to 50% of homes have non-combustible, fire-rated vents with 3mm screening

Less than 25% of homes have non-combustible, fire-rated vents with 3mm screening

Building Exterior or Siding

Non-combustible or ignition-resistant siding: Fibre cement, stucco, log, metal, brick/stone.
Combustible siding: Vinyl or wood.

GCreater than 75% of homes have non-combustible or ignition-resistant siding

Ll 50 to 75% of homes have non-combustible or ignition-resistant siding

1] 25 to 50% of homes have non-combustible or ignition-resistant siding

Less than 25% of homes have non-combustible or ignition-resistant siding

Ground-to-Siding Clearance

15 centimetre non-combustible vertical ground-to-siding clearance.

Greater than 75% of homes have 15 cm non-combustible vertical ground-to-siding clearance

L 50% to 75% of homes have 15 c¢cm non-combustible vertical ground-to-siding clearance

L 25% to 50% of homes have 15 cm non-combustible vertical ground-to-siding clearance

Less than 25% of homes have 15 cm non-combustible vertical ground-to-siding clearance
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Balcony, Deck, Porch

Non-combustible decks feature no gaps or cracks, heavy timber, non-combustible or fire-rated
construction with non-combustible surface and no combustible debris under the deck.

Greater than 75% of homes have a non-combustible deck with no combustibles under deck

50% to 75% of homes have a non-combustible deck with no combustibles under deck

0| 25% to 50% of homes have a non-combustible deck, with no combustibles under deck

Less than 25% of homes have a non-combustible deck, with no combustibles under deck

Window Glass

Tempered or multi-pane vs single pane windows.

[]| Greater than 75% of homes have tempered or multi-pane windows

50% to 75% of homes have tempered or multi-pane windows

25% to 50% of homes have tempered or multi-pane windows

Less than 25% of homes have tempered or multi-pane windows

O m - 1.5 m from the Structure

The area up to 1.5 metres from the ground-level exterior footprint of the structure, including
any attachments or extensions, must feature a non-combustible surface with no combustible
debris, materials, fences, or plants present.

Greater than 75% of homes are free of combustible debris, materials, fences, or vegetation

50% to 75% of homes are free of combustible debris, materials, fences, or vegetation

1| 25% to 50% of homes are free of combustible debris, materials, fences, or vegetation

[1] Less than 25% of homes are free of combustible debris, materials, fences, or vegetation
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Intermediate Zone

The area 1.5 metres to 10 metres from the home must feature:

e NO coniferous (evergreen) forest vegetation.

Surface vegetation of grass less than 10 centimetres long or non-combustible surface and low
flammability (deciduous) plants.

e NO woodpiles and other combustible materials, stored vehicles or outbuildings not meeting
FireSmart guidelines.

Greater than 75% of homes have treated Intermediate Zone

L] 50% to 75% of homes have treated Intermediate Zone

25% to 50% of homes have treated Intermediate Zone

Less than 25% of homes have treated Intermediate Zone

Extended Zone

The area 10 metres to 30 metres from the home must feature:
e Separated coniferous (evergreen) forest vegetation (3 metres between adjacent treetops).
e Reduced surface vegetation (dead branches, long grass, needles).
e Flammable shrubs (coniferous) should be spaced out and away from coniferous trees.

e NO low-lying coniferous tree branches (less than 2 metres from ground).

]| Greater than 75% of homes have treated Extended Zone

50% to 75% of homes have treated Extended Zone

25% to 50% of homes have treated Extended Zone

Less than 25% of homes have treated Extended Zone

Additional considerations:

The area 30 metres to 100 metres from the home is often a common/open space area or an
adjacent public/private land area.

This area is often not owned by neighbourhood residents but may feature accumulated
wildland fuels that can support wildfires spreading towards or through the neighbourhood.

[1] Neighbourhood is adjacent to wildlands with accumulated fuels

|:| Neighbourhood is not adjacent to wildlands with accumulated fuels
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Management Plan

Is there a management plan for the wildland fuels in the area 30 metres - 100 metres from homes
and structures? If so, please describe:

Currently there is not a wildand fire fuel management plan for the fuels in the area 30 meters to 100 meters from homes and
structures, nor would | recommend in this case for one to be created, as the outer-lying fuel is predominantly a deciduous
fuel type and is all ready in its current state a very low risk fuel. Additionally the properties are privately owned and managed
by other interests, in which treating the area to be more fire resistant would have limited effect of fire growth and behaviour
for the time vs actual reward of work. | highly recommend property owners maintain their properties to the state they
currently are in with emphasis on considerations of wildlife habitat and forage as a higher priority then fire resistance at this
time given this local forest low risk fuel type.

Additional comments or observations regarding neighbourhood conditions:

Access and egress to the community via County Rd 36 (Bolingbroke Rd) is excellent for North and South travel connecting
the community of Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Properties Association to the paved Ontario road network.

Access and egress to the structures along Rainbow Lane, Rainbow Lane A and Rainbow Lane B, as well as Silvery Lane
and Little Silver Lake Road are all excellently maintained by three road groups. These roads are kept very well and would
provide access and egress for Municipal or MNR fire apparatus with no observed tight obstacles such as overhanging tree's
or sharp corners that would be difficult to havigate and are maintained to this condition by the Little Silver and Rainbow
Lakes Property Owners Association. All 911 and other sighage observed are well posted and maintained as well.

All main structures in this community are very well kept. There is limited work for residents to undertake further increase
resiliency. The Main focus point should be treating the Immediate Zone of each structure for leaf-litter/needle accumulation
each spring during a routine spring property clean up.

An common action item is for folks to consider maintaining outbuildings to the same standards of main structures, as many
outbuildings had more common accumulations of leaf and needle litter, with a few having more flammable nature siding
such as weathered wood or open plywood siding and older roof's that could be updated. Treating these outbuildings is
important as if they ignite, they often produce a prolonged high intensity fire adjacent to main structures that can cause
structure to structure fire transfer.

10
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Use this section to summarize observations made in the Neighbourhood Wildland Fire Hazard

Assessment.

Home Ignition Zone Hazard Factor Summary - Part 1

Provide a percentage number in the blank provided to summarize approximate neighbourhood
FireSmart compliance for each hazard factor.

Roofing Materials
(page 6):

Gutter Typeand Roof
Cleanliness (page6):

Vents and Openings
(page 7)

Building exterior or
siding (page 7)

Ground-to-siding
clearance (page 7)

Balcony, deck, porch
(page 8)

Multi-pane vs single
pane windows (page 8)

Immediate Zone
(page 8)
Intermediate Zone
(page9)

Extended Zone
(page9)

>75

50

50

25

>75

25

50

75

%

%

¥ 8 & °

of homes have fire-rated roof materials (metal, clay,
asphalt shingles)

of homes have cleaned and maintain their roof and
gutters

of homes have non-combustible, fire-rated
vents with 3 mm screening.

of homes have non-combustible or ignition resistant
siding

of homes have a 15 c¢cm non-combustible vertical
ground-to-siding clearance

of homes have non-caombustible deck with no
combustibles under deck

of homes have multi-pane windows

of homes are free of combustible debris, materials,
fences, or vegetation

of homes have treated Intermediate Zone

of homes have treated Extended Zone

11
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Home Ignition Zone Hazard Factor Summary - Part 2

List issues identified and ranked as priorities for hazard mitigation as well as areas where
there is high compliance with FireSmart guidelines within the neighbourhood.

Emphasis should be on the FireSmart status of the homes and the Immediate and
Intermediate Zones.

Overall there are no major concerns of wildland fire safety within this community. All properties are in very well kept
condition, and most would stand a very good chance of surviving a wildland fire occurrence that challenges their
structures integrity in their current state, with very little additional work to implement. My humble, no obligation
recommendations and their priority are listed below:

1. Maintenance of the Immediate Zone, with special attention to the removal of pine needle/leaf debris removal on and
under decks. Also check corners of roofs and dorms.

2. Maintenance of the Immediate Zone with attention to structures on piers that can have dry flammable debris or
construction materials stored under structures. Consider enclosing these open areas below structures / decks on piers
with skirting if removing the construction materials isn't favorable.

3. Treat outbuildings to same standards as main structures.

4. Continue excellent maintenance of Intermediate and Extended zones.

5. As ornamental conifer species grow, annually prune lower branches to yearly increase separation of conifer fuel
laddering from the ground, and keep the grass's short under them in the intermediate zones as all were observed

currently. (important to only prune these young trees lightly, allowing them to grow up quick, whilst also separating the
lower branches after each growth season, not needing to exceed 2m of crown to ground base height.

Recommendations
Provide recommendations for neighbourhood activities to reduce wildland fire hazard.

Consider this assessment as a benchmark for the communities overall state, and apply any/all tactics identified
individuals agree with as they see fit. Remember everything FireSmart related is 'Nice to do', not a 'must do'.

Consider establishing a FireSmart sub-committee under the current "Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners
Association" to organize, lead and report back FireSmart activities/opportunities to the "Little Silver and Rainbow
Lakes Property Owners Association" and their community.

FireSmart sub-committee members consider taking the free, Online, 3 hour - Level 1 FireSmart Ambassador training.

FireSmart sub-committee members consider hosting the Fire Advisor to speak to the community on Wildland Fire,
and FireSmart for general awareness, either virtually or in person during a AGM or specialized event.

Host an community FireSmart education or implementation day in the spring of 2026, could be combined with a
presentation from the Fire Advisor above.

All community members interested to learn more can take the free, Online, 1 hour 'FireSmart 101 course'.

Continue pursuing the path of becoming a FireSmart Community through this program

12
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NEXT STEPS

The information collected during the Neighbourhood Wildland Fire Hazard Assessment process
will help develop recommendations that can be applied to the neighbourhood's FireSmart
Neighbourhood Mitigation Plan, which is a prioritized list of hazard reduction projects and the
related investments needed to achieve them for the neighbourhood. The Neighbourhood
Mitigation Plan also highlights suggested homeowner actions and education activities - called
FireSmart Events - that participants will strive to complete - generally one event per year, over
a period of multiple years. Neighbourhood Mitigation Plans should be updated at least every
three years.

Neighbourhood Wildland Fire Hazard Assessment recommendations may address other
neighbourhood/ fire safety issues such as:

Ingress/egress routes

Street signs and address numbers

Location of fire service and capabilities

Water supply for fire service response - hydrant locations , and reliable and accessible water
sources for drafting, etc.

The local fire department can help in determining what other safety issues should be addressed.

Assessment Participants

List the principal participants who assisted in the development of this document. This will be the
NRP Specialist, the Neighbourhood Champion or Committee members, local Fire Chief etc.

Name Role/Organization Phone Email Date

Ken Cox Provincial Fire Advisor 705-854-0248 kennith.cox@ontario.ca Sept 22, 2025
Tom Ellis FireSmart Champion tom.ellis2@gmail.com Sept 22, 2025
Frank Sammut FireSmart Champion f.sammut2@gmail.com Sept 22, 2025

*PLEASE READ - Legal Disclaimer: The information contained herein provides general information only. While it
Is believed to be accurate, it Is provided without representation or warranty of any kind, including as to its
accuracy or its suitability for the purpose(s) for which you may wish to rely on it. Accordingly, any and all use
of or reliance on such information shall be in your own discretion and at your own risk. For greater clarity,
Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre (CIFFC) (FireSmart Canada) accepts no responsibility or liability for any
Injury, loss or damage, whether direct, indirect, special, incidental, punitive or consequential, that any person
may sustain as a result of the information in, the results of, or anything done or omitted pursuant to, this
assessment.
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The Southeastern boundary is identified by Yellow on the reference map, encompassing all structures and area along Little Silver Lake Rd. There are approximately 28 main dwelling structures along this boundary.  The vegetation along this boundary is again primarily comprised of Mixedwood 25% conifer, M2-25% for leaf on conditions in the summer and M1-25% for leaf off in the shoulder seasons.  Very similar as the Northeastern boundary, with less spruce component.  
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	Text24: Approximately 30% of the properties are full time residences, and 70% are seasonal.  Full time residence is increasing in popularity and numbers as time progresses compared to seasonal property retreats with retirement living traits.  The Little Silver Lake is serviced by a public boat launch that does see visitors from time to time.  The Lakes are both part of an Association, that leads this request, 'Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners Association'.  The Association has a website, regular meetings and are in a excellent position to support each other through emergencies and / or non emergency events. The three road groups maintain an excellent conditioned and maintained series of roads to access the properties and has a positive outlook on public safety.  
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	Text25: The area is comprised predominantly with deciduous species such as Oak, Beech, Ironwood and Maple,  as listed in the boundary descriptions.  Other deciduous species present include Basswood, Poplar, White Birch, and Sumac.  All of which are non fire favorable in the green state, which host low overall fire intensity predictions compared to other tree species and associated forest dynamics. Conifer species present include White Pine, Red Pine, Hemlock, Eastern White Cedar, Spruce and Balsam Fir.  The distribution of conifer species is sparse and separated, intermixed in the deciduous stand, making this fuel type adjacent to the community lower risk from wildland fire during the summer conditions, also known and referred to as the 'Greened Up' or 'Leaf On' state.   Wildland fire overall in the summer would require extreme weather parameters coupled to an prolonged drought to be a Hazard or problematic.  As such the highest fuel / fire behaviour risk for this area's fuel type as observed in the region would be during the shoulder seasons of the year such as in the spring before leaf on and before herbaceous materials flush with new growth, and before grasses cure, whilst then again in the fall, after leaf off and the ferns/grasses are killed off for the season from frost.  This is due to the amount of moisture these types of deciduous species retain while in the greened up state, versus when they are dead and accumulated.  Moisture reduces fire behaviour and the predominant species in this area hold moisture very well in the growing season. Therefore Fall and Summer are the highest fuel risk here.      
	Text26: Topography observed in person, as well as supported by imagery and topographical maps available conclude this land base is rolling to slightly hilly as topography relates to wildland fire behaviour.  There are many instances of ridge lines and steep slopes, however, none are extensive beyond 250 meters in continuous nature.   These topographical features will play limited roles in fire behaviour at the macro scale, however, will effect Fire behaviour in the micro scale for small incidents more so as fires favor growth upslope and are restricted to burn downslope.  Combined with the predominant slope aspects leading down to the Lakes and associated structures, as well as the deciduous fuel type, slope allowance set backs for these structures in the area are not required to modify the Home Ignition Zones distances at this time.  The downslope predominantly seen towards structures will favor reduced fire growth towards the structures on the lake shores from fires originating in the outer-lying areas, whilst the upslope from the lake shore to structures could be a micro accelerator for any fires occurrences that originate on the lake shores - pending wind direction and weather parameters.  Road ways throughout the area and surrounding this community act as both ease of access/egress as well as micro barriers to fire spread.  Open bedrock is found in sparse locations and also act as a micro barrier, and lastly many water features such as ponds/Lakes act as frequent macro fire barriers.   
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	Text64: Currently there is not a wildand fire fuel management plan for the fuels in the area 30 meters to 100 meters from homes and structures, nor would I recommend in this case for one to be created, as the outer-lying fuel is predominantly a deciduous fuel type and is all ready in its current state a very low risk fuel.  Additionally the properties are privately owned and managed by other interests, in which treating the area to be more fire resistant would have limited effect of fire growth and behaviour for the time vs actual reward of work.  I highly recommend property owners maintain their properties to the state they currently are in with emphasis on considerations of wildlife habitat and forage as a higher priority then fire resistance at this time given this local forest low risk fuel type.     
	Text65: Access and egress to the community via County Rd 36 (Bolingbroke Rd) is excellent for North and South travel connecting the community of Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Properties Association to the paved Ontario road network.  
Access and egress to the structures along Rainbow Lane, Rainbow Lane A and Rainbow Lane B, as well as Silvery Lane and Little Silver Lake Road are all excellently maintained by three road groups.  These roads are kept very well and would provide access and egress for Municipal or MNR fire apparatus with no observed tight obstacles such as overhanging tree's or sharp corners that would be difficult to navigate and are maintained to this condition by the Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners Association.  All 911 and other signage observed are well posted and maintained as well. 

All main structures in this community are very well kept.  There is limited work for residents to undertake further increase resiliency.  The Main focus point should be treating the Immediate Zone of each structure for leaf-litter/needle accumulation each spring during a routine spring property clean up.  

An common action item is for folks to consider maintaining outbuildings to the same standards of main structures,  as many outbuildings had more common accumulations of leaf and needle litter, with a few having more flammable nature siding such as weathered wood or open plywood siding and older roof's that could be updated.  Treating these outbuildings is important as if they ignite, they often produce a prolonged high intensity fire adjacent to main structures that can cause structure to structure fire transfer.          
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	Text77: Overall there are no major concerns of wildland fire safety within this community. All properties are in very well kept condition, and most would stand a very good chance of surviving a wildland fire occurrence that challenges their structures integrity in their current state, with very little additional work to implement.  My humble, no obligation recommendations and their priority are listed below: 

1. Maintenance of the Immediate Zone, with special attention to the removal of pine needle/leaf debris removal on and under decks.  Also check corners of roofs and dorms.
 
2. Maintenance of the Immediate Zone with attention to structures on piers that can have dry flammable debris or construction materials stored under structures.  Consider enclosing these open areas below structures / decks on piers with skirting if removing the construction materials isn't favorable. 
  
3. Treat outbuildings to same standards as main structures. 

4. Continue excellent maintenance of Intermediate and Extended zones. 

5. As ornamental conifer species grow, annually prune lower branches to yearly increase separation of conifer fuel laddering from the ground,  and keep the grass's short under them in the intermediate zones as all were observed currently.  (important to only prune these young trees lightly,  allowing them to grow up quick, whilst also separating the lower branches after each growth season,  not needing to exceed 2m of crown to ground base height. 
 
	Text78: Consider this assessment as a benchmark for the communities overall state, and apply any/all tactics identified individuals agree with as they see fit.  Remember everything FireSmart related is 'Nice to do',  not a 'must do'. 
 
Consider establishing a FireSmart sub-committee under the current "Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners Association" to organize, lead and report back FireSmart activities/opportunities to the "Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners Association" and their community. 

FireSmart sub-committee members consider taking the free, Online, 3 hour - Level 1 FireSmart Ambassador training. 
 
FireSmart sub-committee members consider hosting the Fire Advisor to speak to the community on Wildland Fire, and FireSmart for general awareness, either virtually or in person during a AGM or specialized event.
    
Host an community FireSmart education or implementation day in the spring of 2026, could be combined with a presentation from the Fire Advisor above.    

All community members interested to learn more can take the free, Online, 1 hour 'FireSmart 101 course'. 

Continue pursuing the path of becoming a FireSmart Community through this program 
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