
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 

Watershed Conditions Statement: 
Water Safety 
 

Cool Spring Temperatures Bring Slow Melt 
 

(WCS - 03/2014) 
April 2, 2014 –  Temperatures in the Rideau River watershed remain below normal for the time of year 
which is delaying spring snowmelt flows. 
 
Snow measurements were completed by RVCA Resource Technicians on March 31. The snowpack 
covering the Rideau River watershed was an average depth of 35 centimetres and a water content of  
123 millimetres. Both are about 3.5 times normal which is understandable since the snow has typically been 
gone by this time of year in the past. 
 
There is no rapid increase of temperatures or significant rainfall within the present seven day 
weather forecast that would cause the onset of flooding. 
 
Daytime temperatures have been causing some melting but there is still capacity in the snowpack to absorb 
most of the melt and recent rain and wet snow that has fallen. Some runoff has occurred but streamflows 
and lake levels continue to be below normal. Low temperatures at or below freezing slow the melt process 
each night. 
 
Progress has been slow this year for the City of Ottawa ice removal program on the lower Rideau River. The 
river crew is working diligently to get the river open but colder temperatures and unusual ice thicknesses 
have made the task a challenge this year. If large volumes of ice remain in the river (Bronson Ave to 
Montreal Road) when a more dramatic increase in runoff rates occurs, there is a possibility of ice jam 
formation in certain locations. RVCA and City officials are monitoring the situation with this in mind, and 
further updates will be issued as warranted (more information: 613-580-2424). 
 
Shifting ice due to the increased water levels and ponded meltwater on top of the ice could pose 
safety risks. Caution should be exercised by everyone when near local streams and rivers.  Parents 
should inform their children of the risks associated with increased flows and unstable ice conditions 
in area watercourses and provide appropriate supervision. 
 
RVCA will continue to monitor conditions and will issue conditions statements as warranted. This statement 
will be in effect until April 5. Further statements will be issued when or if there is an indication that the 
situation can be expected to change significantly. 
 
  
  
 -end- 
 

More Information: 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 

613-692-3571 or 1-800-267-3504 (within 613 area code) 
Contact: Patrick Larson, RVCA Senior Water Resources Technician at ext. 1110 or cell 613-799-9423 

information also available online at http://www.rvca.ca/ . 
 

"Rideau Valley Conservation Authority is a partnership of municipalities within the Rideau Valley watershed 
created under the Conservation Authorities Act to deliver a range of programs in watershed management and 

natural resource conservation." 
 

RVCA Watershed Conditions Statements:  
• Water Safety – High flows, unstable banks, melting ice or other factors that could be dangerous for recreational users such 

as anglers, canoeists, hikers, children, pets, etc. Flooding is not expected. 
• Flood Outlook – Early notice of the potential for flooding based on weather forecasts, calling for heavy rain, snow melt, high 

winds or other conditions that could lead to high runoff, cause ice jams and/or lakeshore flooding or erosion. 
• Flood Watch – Flooding is possible in specific watercourses or municipalities. Municipalities, emergency services and 

individuals in flood prone areas should prepare.  
• Flood Warning – Flooding is imminent or already occurring in specific watercourses or municipalities. 


