
Comments on the 2016 data by the RVCA Surface Quality Co-ordinator 

Overall the water quality results for Little Silver look good, with low to moderate total phosphorus and 

nitrogen concentrations around the lake. The exception to this is one elevated sample at site DP1 on 

Aug 3rd which may be due to human error as all the other samples taken that day were within normal 

ranges and, as a deep water site, it should be more representative of conditions around the lake.  E.coli 

counts were well below provincial guideline of 100 colony forming units/100ml (CFU/100ml) at all sites, 

and calcium concentrations were moderate. 

The data for Rainbow reveal good conditions around the lake.  Total phosphorus concentrations are 

moderate at all sites. Nitrogen concentrations are slightly elevated at some sites (i.e.concentrations 

greater than 0.500 mg/l), however this is not unexpected given the shallow wetland features of the lake. 

E.coli counts are all below the Provincial Water Quality objective indicating good conditions for 

recreational use.  Calcium concentrations are within the range deemed suitable for zebra mussel 

establishment and are comparable to Little Silver Lake. 

 

 


