
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 
Flood Warning Update Statement  

Forecast Rain Expected to Cause Extensive Flooding 

(WCS - 09/2014) 
April 12, 2014 –   Rainfall of 40 millimetres (mm), or more, starting late Saturday evening through  
Monday is expected to cause existing high flows to increase significantly. 
  
Heavy rain is forecast to arrive in Eastern Ontario on Saturday evening with about 30 mm on Sunday 
followed by another 10 mm on Monday. Cooler temperatures are forecast for Tuesday with snow 
possible.  Rainfall amounts in any particular area of the Rideau watershed may be more or less than 
these amounts depending on the track taken by the storm system, which is uncertain at this time.  
Southern portions of the watershed are expected to get less rain than northern portions.    

Based on the rainfall amounts indicated above, we are expecting flows on the Rideau River below Hog’s 
Back Falls could reach 570 cubic metres per second (cms) by late afternoon or early evening on Sunday 
and 610 cms by Monday night. Such flows would far exceed the flow of 497 cms reached in 2008 and 
the highest flow recorded to date on the Lower Rideau which occurred in 1976 at 597 cms (the period of 
record extends from 1933 to present).  

Rideau Canal Officials have advised that all of the Rideau Canal reservoir lakes except Bobs Lake are 
above their storage capacities; accordingly, additional flow releases are required today and possibly 
tomorrow in preparation for expected inflows from the approaching rainfall.   

If the expected flows materialize, areas that can be expected to be affected by out of bank flow spilling 
across local streets and into residential areas include: 

• New Edinburgh in the vicinity of Stanley Avenue 
• Brantwood Park at Onslow Crescent 
• Old Ottawa South (Rideau River Drive, Warrington Drive, Harvard, and Raleigh) 
• Communities on the Long Reach upstream of Manotick including around the Carleton Golf 

and Yacht Club and Hurst Marina; upstream of Kars Bridge including Commodore Drive, 
low lying properties in the Village of Kars, Lorne Bridge Road; Fennell Lane, Little 
Chesterville, Lannin Lane and neighbouring private roads; Greenline, Fairmile Road, Hilly 
Lane, Rideau Glen and Becketts Landing, all on the Rideau River. 

• On Kemptville Creek, Cedar Beach to Riverview Roads are at risk. 
• On the Jock River, parts of Richmond in the King Street to Fowler Street vicinity are at 

risk. Low lying properties in North Gower on Steven Creek could be inundated. Streets in 
the south east part of Perth and around the curling club will be flooded. Other lower-lying 
areas along the Rideau River and its tributaries can be expected to be flooded.  

Flood control dykes at Brewer Park, Rideau River Lane and Windsor Park (Bank St to Windsor Ave) 
were designed and are operated to provide protection against the flows that are presently forecast.   

If they have not already done so, residents in flood vulnerable areas should take whatever precautions 
are reasonable and practical, in their particular circumstances, to minimize property damages and public 
safety risks.   Municipal emergency management personnel should keep a close watch on conditions in 
flood vulnerable areas, and updated weather forecasts over the weekend and be prepared to implement 
flood response plans. 

The RVCA continues in the daily planning cycle of its flood forecasting and warning program — weather 
forecasts, river flows, water levels and snowpack conditions are being monitored.   

An update to this message will be issued on Sunday April 13 or sooner, if warranted.  
   

-end-  

More Information: 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 

613-692-3571 or 1-800-267-3504 (within 613 area code) 
contact: Patrick Larson, RVCA Senior Water Resources Technician at  

ext. 1110 or cell 613-799-9423 
information also available online at www.rvca.ca 

 
"Rideau Valley Conservation Authority is a partnership of municipalities within the  

Rideau Valley watershed created under the Conservation Authorities Act to deliver a range of programs in  
watershed management and natural resource conservation." 

   

“Onset of flooding stage” is defined for each flood vulnerable community as the river level at which access routes 
serving existing residences are inundated, giving rise to public safety hazards. 



  
RVCA Watershed Conditions Statements:  

• Water Safety – High flows, unstable banks, melting ice or other factors that could be dangerous for 
recreational users such as anglers, canoeists, hikers, children, pets, etc. Flooding is not expected.  

• Flood Outlook – Early notice of the potential for flooding based on weather forecasts, calling for heavy rain, 
snow melt, high winds or other conditions that could lead to high runoff, cause ice jams and/or lakeshore 
flooding or erosion.  

• Flood Watch – Flooding is possible in specific watercourses or municipalities. Municipalities, emergency 
services and individuals in flood prone areas should prepare.  

• Flood Warning – Flooding is imminent or already occurring in specific watercourses  

 


