2013 Busy Year for Conservation Authority

March 31, 2014, Rideau Watershed — For 47 years the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority (RVCA) and its many
partners have been working to protect and enhance our local environment. 2013 was an impressive year for the
RVCA — bringing significant on-the-ground efforts throughout the over 4,000 square kilometre watershed that
drains a large part of Eastern Ontario.

“The Conservation Authority continues to bring quality, cost-effective programs and services to its watershed
municipalities and residents,” said Ken Graham, RVCA Chair and Councillor from the Town of Smiths Falls. “It is a
pleasure to see so much valuable, relevant work being done throughout the Rideau watershed.”

The Rideau Valley Conservation Authority’s newly released 2013 Annual Report hits the highlights of its
work including:

+$1.3 million in conservation work done on private land to improve water quality

238,450 trees planted (4.6 million planted since 1984)

60,000 visitors to conservation lands

5,000 students enjoyed Baxter Conservation Area’s Outdoor Education Programming

2,760 hectares of conservation land protected in the Rideau watershed

1,167 hours from 329 volunteers invested in Ottawa’s City Stream Watch program to research and
clean-up city streams

431 septic re-inspections completed in participating municipalities

360 hours donated by 25+ volunteers to help monitor and sample Watershed Watch lakes

249 applications received — 95 percent approved with 10 outstanding

45 stream sites sampled to monitor water quality

42 kilometres of trails maintained for public use at local conservation areas

39 lakes monitored for nutrients, E.coli and other parametres

36 shorelines naturalized through the Shoreline Naturalization Program

8 invasive species removals on tributary streams

5 stream cleanups hosted covering 3.5 kilometres

“We are finding creative ways to get the job done,” said Graham. “For every $1 from our member municipalities,
RVCA is able to convert that into $2 through grants, fundraising and unique partnerships. Today’s investment in
our watershed health will ensure a sustainable future — one where healthy human communities are part of vibrant
natural communities.”

For your copy of the RVCA's 2013 Annual Report, visit www.rvca.ca or call 613-692-3571 or
1-800-267-3504 for a hard copy.
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