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President’s Introduction
As the following comments indicate, the Board has been monitoring activities during the winter
and is beginning to gather momentum on a number of initiatives and activities for the coming
year. 2017 will be a significant milestone for the country and for our lakes. Please do visit our
website for up-to-date information on any of these items and please let us know if there is
anything of concern or that you particularly wish to commend. Our webmaster is also willing to
receive photographs from around the lake which celebrate the beauty of the corner of nature
for which we are stewards and privileged to enjoy.
All the best for 2017

Frank Johnson president@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com

Lake Steward Report

Snowfalls in December coupled with the thaw/freeze cycle in January have raised the water
levels in both our lakes, and have led to relaxation of the drought advisories around the region,
though many lakes and rivers are still not back to “normal” levels. However, the current thaw is
melting the thick snowpack rapidly, and also means that the ice on the lakes should be
considered unsafe to venture onto.

| will be monitoring the levels in Little Silver as far as work and travel commitments allow, and
encourage any of you who are permanent residents or regular winter visitors to let me know
through the lake steward email of any developing concerns. This is much preferable to any
unilateral actions, which can cause problems for other residents and for wildlife.

Work to develop the Lake Stewardship Plan has been less rapid than we had hoped, but thanks
to those who have volunteered to help — you should be hearing from me or from other Board
members shortly once our overall plan of attack has been finalized.

Once the ice clears from the lake I'll be resuming water monitoring and sampling. Last year
Little Silver managed to retain quite good water clarity and quality despite the very dry
conditions and low flow and water levels. Rainbow was more challenged, unsurprisingly. It
really does help for all of us to keep our septic systems in good order and keep up other good
practices such as minimizing shoreline disruption, the use of fertilizers, etc.

Once the ice is gone | look forward to seeing many of you out on the lake again, following the
spring ritual of chasing after runaway docks, etc.

Andrew Kendrick lakesteward@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com
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History Project

Just a reminder that Keith Keyes, a member of the LSRLPOA, is preparing a history of the lakes
and surrounding area. In part, it is meant to be included in the LSP; however, in larger part, it is
meant to be an initiative to celebrate Canada’s 150" birthday. Here’s hoping it’s ready for

July 1** celebrations! For members who are familiar with the lakes’ history, or might wish to
provide a vignette or other input, all contributions gratefully accepted!

Please contact Keith 2reprainbow@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com

LSRLPOA Plans for July 1%
Plans are underway for a flotilla involving both lakes and a great fireworks display from a
cottage on Little Silver Lake Road. Anyone wishing to be involved in any way, please contact
either Pat Mills  pastpresident@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com

or Lynne Lang 2replSLroad@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com

Lanark County Legacy Cottages Program

This is a 150" anniversary project. It provides an opportunity to honour those families who
have been cottaging on Lanark County’s lakes and rivers for 50 years or more. Municipalities
have enthusiastically endorsed it and eligible cottages will have a plaque indicating how many
years the cottage has been in the same family. This plaque is produced from an etching by
Franc van Oort, a cottager on Christie Lake; recipients will be asked to contribute $60 towards
its production. Are there any eligible cottages on our lakes?

More information, including the application form, can be found on the Lanark County and Tay
Valley websites: www.lanarkcounty.ca ; www.tayvalleytwp.ca .

Spraying

We have heard that Tay Valley Township will not be spraying this year but will monitor and
record the heavily infested areas as last year. To date, we do not know if the 2016 agreement
LSRLPOA made with Lanark County not to spray the portion of CR #36 in our watershed will still
be in effect. Council at their upcoming March 22" meeting will be receiving a report from
staff. If you wish to express your concern to the elected representatives regarding spraying
on CR #36 or generally on County roads, now would be an opportune time. The herbicides
planned are Clearview and Truvist which destroy most or all broadleaf plants, including
milkweed, crucial to the survival of the Monarch Butterfly. Food species for local pollinators
stand to be severely damaged or destroyed. These chemicals can also leach into the
groundwater. A review by the Ontario College of Family Physicians of pesticide health effects
provides medical evidence that they can seriously affect human health, particularly in children.
Moreover, herbicide use is unlikely to eradicate wild parsnip. It is an educational approach that
is the most effective.

If you do not have the emails for our Reeve and Deputy Reeve who sit on the Council or for the
Clerk, who will forward correspondence to the entire Council if requested, do contact Eileen
webmaster@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com
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