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NEWSLETTER 

Little Silver & Rainbow Lake Property Owners Association 
May, 2013 

 
AGM:  Sunday, July 14 – 9 a.m. Pancake Breakfast, 10 a.m. Meeting – Mark your 

calendars!   
We hope you can all join us for what has become a really interesting and enjoyable annual event.  The 

meeting will take place at the Maberly Community Hall, just west of Hwy. 7.  A gentle reminder that to 

be a member in good standing and thus to be able to vote, you will need to have paid your 2012-13 

membership fees by May 31
st
.  Fees are $15 – a steal compared to other associations! The AGM is also an 

excellent opportunity to pay your dues for 2013-14.  As always, there will be presentations by your 

Association directors and the sharing of useful information from local representatives and groups. Reports 

will be circulated by e-mail before the meeting; if you need to update your e-mail address, please send it 

to Lynn Tarzwell at lmtarzwell@sympatico.ca.                                                                                         

 

Lake Levels and Lake Quality 
After last year’s drought and very low lake levels, we were “blessed” by heavy snowfall this winter and 

as a result the levels are considerably higher than they were at any point last year.   

Little Silver Lake:  a few of the phosphorous measurements are above the guideline.  The calcium level is 

“just below” the acceptable threshold for supporting zebra mussel growth.  The very low water levels no 

doubt contributed to these factors.  One note: the calcium level in Little Silver Lake is slightly high, 

indicating moderate to good growth potential for zebra mussels. Calcium is a function of the geology of 

the lake rather than human influences.  There are quite a lot of other shellfish in the lake, and the plankton 

bloom in the fall after turnover was noticeable. 

Rainbow Lake:  Phosphorous samples tested in the acceptable range but nitrogen (TKN) levels were 

above the standard.  All other levels are within the acceptable range.   

Vigilance is still required on both lakes – cottagers are encouraged to avoid the use of phosphates, 

fertilizers and any other chemicals which can damage our lakes.     

MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WEBSITE  

 

http://www.littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com/ with the webmaster.  
  
I am on dial-up, can I access it? 

 Yes.  Obviously it is slower than high speed but it doesn’t inhibit access.  When at the cottage I am on 

dial-up. I frequently access it to update material and find it only marginally slower than in the city.  

  

What are the Links?  
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They provide easy access directly to the resources you are interested in.  A click on the Web Links 

“button” across the top of the Home Page will take you to this section.  The entries are in categories with 

the list of these at the top of the page. Opposite each entry there is a line in blue print, either the specific 

name or the actual address. Click on this and you have easy access to their website sites. No need to look 

anything up or type in an address! 

  
In addition, a recent addition on the Home Page gives immediate access to two sites with information on 

the Algonquin Land Claims.  (More information below on this.) 

  

Is the website regularly updated?  
Media Releases from Rideau Valley Conservation Authority are issued frequently, often more than one in 

a week, and are posted usually within two days of receipt. Similarly monthly newsletters from a variety of 

groups are posted within the same time frame, also in the Notices section. 

  
Calendar entries are received from a variety of sources: property owners, other association 

representatives, publicity in local press. Sometimes I hear of an event within a short time frame of the 

occurrence  so I can post all the details I have; other times I have advance notice of an event weeks away 

so I just flag the date  with the details to follow.  There is much happening in the community – check out 

the Calendar!   

 

Photos and material for the Notices and Calendar sections are welcomed. Please help to keep us all 

informed! 

   

Update on FOCA Meeting -- Eileen Barbeau  
As was mentioned in the last newsletter I planned to attend their Annual Meeting in March – easy for me 

as it was held in Toronto. It was an informative day, not only for the Agenda items but also for the 

opportunity to network. 

  
Much is available on the FOCA website http://www.foca.on.ca/  from the business meeting and the 

presentations. I do have a print copy of the “Year in Review” and the Financial Report if anyone would 

like to see them.  

  
There was one motion which I should mention. It concerned a revision of the annual membership fee 

schedule. The Board after undertaking a review of the ongoing and future obligations to FOCA to serve 

the membership and fulfill its mission recommended a change to the fees. The per-member cost will be 

increased by $0.50, bringing it to $3.25 and the base fee by $50 bringing it to $125. With the reduction in 

available grants and the necessity for vigilant advocacy a strong argument was made in favour. The 

motion passed. 

  
A very informative presentation was made by a lawyer from Borden Ladner & Gervais (BLG) regarding 

the transition to the new Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (NFPCA). Royal Assent was given in 

October 2010 but it has been announced that it will not be proclaimed before January 2014 (i.e. becomes 

law). Although there will be a three year transition allowed for compliance, it was useful to have this 

presentation which pointed out some of the differences in the framework but there are still many details 

which have not yet been provided by the government.  A toolkit will be prepared by BLG/FOCA which 

will give specific information about the transition process and templates to be used by organization to 

complete the transition on their own.  In the meantime it was suggested that associations review their 
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current documents related to their own incorporation.   I have reported on these to our own Directors and 

don’t expect that we will have difficulty. 

  
Please contact Pat Mills or me if you have any questions/concerns. 

 

New Fishing Regulations for Ontario 
There is also useful information on fishing our website under “At the Lake”, particularly which fish 

should be released.  Anglers are encouraged to check out current fishing guidelines updated in December, 

2012 at http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/LetsFish/Publication/STEL02_163615.html. On this page 

you’ll find a downloadable PDF file with all the information you need.  The Ministry of Natural 

Resources can also be contacted toll-free at 1-800-667-1940 (Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 5:00 pm).   

 

Algonquin Land Claims 
As some of you may have heard, the Algonquin First Nation peoples of Ontario have made approximately 

200 land claims in the province varying in size from a few acres to 30,000 acres.  Fortunately, Little 

Silver and Rainbow Lakes are unaffected by these claims – the closest claim to our area is in the 

Sharbot/Crow Lake area.  You can view maps of these claims at http://www.foca.on.ca/Algonquin-Land-

Claim . 

 

One last reminder…  
… if you haven’t paid your fees for 2012-13, please contact your Area Representative to keep your 

membership current!  Your Directors value your input to help keep our lakes safe, clean and enjoyable for 

all cottagers and their guests.  Thanks in advance! 

 

Area Representatives:  

Little Silver Lane  

Ed Mills – edmills@rideau.net /613-273-2198 

Rosalyn Creaser – creaser@kingston.net /613-273-5962 

 

Silvery Lane  

Paul Chambers – chamberspaul@sympatico.ca /613-297-4897 

John Tarzwell – tarzwell@sympatico.ca /613-859-0163 

 

Rainbow Lane 

Keith Keyes – keptman2013@hotmail.com  /613-273-3905   

Nancy Chevrier -- n-achev@live.ca /613-260-7405 
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