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“The Restoration of our Shorelines through Naturalization” 
 
This is the topic of the guest speaker, Laura Harris, at our Annual General Meeting on 
Sunday, July 12, 2009. Do come and visit with neighbours and participate in the 
business of the Association. There will be handout material, door prizes and a look at the 
website as well. The meeting starts at 10 a.m. with Coffee & Tea available from 9.30 a.m. 
 
As outlined in the May News Sheet, four positions on the Board will become vacant. 
They are listed below together with the nominations received to date. 
 
Treasurer        Nominated :  -  Ed Filby 

-  Anita McKeigan 
An election will take place and the candidates will be asked to make a statement after 
which there will be a secret ballot. 
 
Area Representative: Little Silver Lake Road    2 positions    No nominations received 
Area Representative: Silvery Lane   Nominated: - Janet Conlin 
 
Additional nominations should be given to the Past – President, Walter Downs, as soon 
as possible; however, they can be made at the meeting.  * Incumbents in all other 
positions have at least another year remaining in their terms. * 
 
BEAVER  BAFFLER  UPDATE 
The baffler has been maintained throughout the spring and is currently functioning as 
planned. 
 
Unfortunately, the beaver dam was breached (broken) apart by someone in mid June!  
Please be clear that this is contrary to MNR and executive plans.  The beavers quickly 
rebuilt their dam over the pipes and the baffler is functioning again! Please be aware that 
it is an offence and a violation under the Canada Fisheries Act, The Lakes & Rivers 
Improvement Act and the Public Lands Act to interfere with a beaver dam*. 
 
I will present and explain the beaver baffler at the AGM. 

Frank Sammut 
 
 
* This information was taken from MNR Extension Notes which can be accessed by 
clicking the following link: 

http://www.littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com/moreinfo/beaverbaffleMNR.pdf 
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BILL 173, An Act to Amend the Mining Act, tabled on April 30, 2009, has now passed 
first and second reading and has been referred to Committee for review.  
 
There are still opportunities for input and the Lake Networking Group has requested to 
appear before the all party subcommittee in August and will make a written submission to 
the Environmental Registry (deadline July 4). A draft, prepared by a Pike Lake member 
who is acting as liaison, has been circulated to the contacts of participant associations. 
After a review of the document, the Directors agreed to our Association being a named 
signatory. 
  
The submission points out that the Group in no way opposes the mining sector:  the 
importance of mining to the provincial economy, and the many manufactured products 
created from mineral resources that go to make the necessities of modern day life are 
recognized.  Their recommendations are intended to protect the rights and interests of all 
citizens; manage the resource wealth of Ontario in a way that balances the rights and 
interests of all; protect the ecological systems upon which we all depend; and contribute 
to the sustainability of rural municipalities throughout the province. 
 
The overarching concern is that Bill 173 “provides for an exceptionally high degree of 
Ministerial discretion. For example, section 35 provides the Minister with the authority to 
re-open land for staking. Further, under section 29, a prospector can stake land that is off 
limits and then seek consent retroactively. This leaves decision-making vulnerable to 
politicization rather than sound public policy.” 
 
 These recommendations are made to revise Bill 173 
 

1. “to re-unite mining rights with all surface only privately owned land not 
presently staked in Ontario and re-unite the mineral rights with all surface only 
privately owned land in Ontario that has been staked when the claims lapse.’ 
Or 
 “to provide certainty that surface rights only land that has been withdrawn from 
mining has been permanently withdrawn; that surface rights only land that will be 
withdrawn from staking when claims lapse will be withdrawn permanently; and 
extend the withdrawal of surface only land from mining across the province. 

 
2. “to stipulate that the mining sector is subject to the Environmental Assessment 
Act, the Species at Risk Act and other relevant environmental legislation” 

 
3. “to remove the authority of the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 
to require that certain lands be designated or zoned for mining purposes” 
 

  Please contact me for more information                            Eileen Barbeau 
 


