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Lake Networking Group

This is an informal group of area lake association representatives, convened by Karen
Hunt of Otty Lake, who meet a few times each year to share information. Between
meetings, material on items of interest is distributed to participants via e-mail.

At the last meeting in mid January, 12 lake associations were represented; Eileen & Ed
Barbeau and Walter Downs attended for our Association.

Some items which arose:

- RVCA is developing a new program which will include some support for associations
with lake plans that are underway; support for pilot shoreline buffer projects and
continued support for shoreline planting projects.

- There is a possibility of a May 2009 Freshwater Molluscs Identification Workshop
with
Dr. Fred Schueler from the Bishops Mill Natural History Centre.

- Cottage Life magazine plans to have a new article on the Ontario Mining Act in a 2009
Issue. A previous article which appeared in the July/Aug 2002 issue provided good
background material; it is available on the website: www.cottagelife.com

- Reference was made to A2A, Algonquin to Adirondacks Conservation
Association, as our lakes and watershed areas are part of the A2A region and the work
that each of our local lake groups is doing to protect wildlife habitat helps to meet the
mandate of the A2A. For more information see: www.a2alink.org

Please contact Ed, Eileen or Walter if you would like more information.

Do you have anything you wish brought forward to the next LSRLPOA Executive
Meeting ?

If so, please contact Eileen Barbeau by February 13, 2009.



From the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority...

RCVA is in the final stages of a study to measure the role of wetlands in reducing floods
in the Rideau watershed. About 15% of the area of the Rideau Valley is classified as
wetland. The study question was: would the loss of more wetlands have an effect on
floods and droughts in the watershed?

World Wetlands Day is February 2 and the theme for this year is

Upstream-Downstream : Wetlands connect us all.

In cooperation with the City of Ottawa, RCVA has commenced a planning and design
process for the Britannia Village Flood Control Project. RCVA is inviting participants
and a community liaison committee will be formed.

If you would like a copy of the Media Release on either of these topics, please contact
Eileen Barbeau.

Meeting with MPAC on January 28...

Two representatives from MPAC were on hand at a meeting in Toronto to describe the

assessment process and answer questions. The Power Point slides from the presentation
will be posted on the WRAFT and CAPTR websites (www.wraft.com; www.captr.org ).

Here are some main points. The three ways of determining the assessment are market
value comparisons, revenue generating capabilities and cost, the last applying to such
entities as churches and hospitals. Ours of course are based on the first. The province is
divided into regions and the sales data for each is plotted and a regression analysis is used
to determine the base amount for a property with no structure; then amounts are added or
subtracted for each of a large number of characteristics of house and land (e.g., floor area,
acreage). Anyone challenging the assessment must first file a Request for
Reconsideration, and can formally appeal only after this is disposed of; at this point, the
assessment is in the hands of a regional office. Most misassessments are the result of
MPAC having insufficient or incorrect data. Property owners can examine the assessment
information for neighbouring properties on the MPAC website; however, not all the maps
are yet functional. We are in Region 2, with the office in Brockville. Contact information
for MPAC: 1-866-296-MPAC; enquiry(@mpac.ca; www.mpac.ca .

Ed Barbeau
From the LSRLPOA Archives...
Between 1985 and 1991, the Association was integral in providing liaison between the

property owners and the Lanark County Coordinator in an effective aerial spraying
program to combat the severe risk of defoliation by the Gypsy Moth forest pest.



