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From the Lake Steward

Spring is here and we’re all eagerly awaiting those first views of the lakes again as the
winter ice goes out! Our thoughts will soon be to boating, canoeing, kayaking and
fishing.

I would like to remind everyone of a boater’s checklist to follow before launching any
and all watercraft. We are fortunate to not have any zebra mussels in our two lakes and
we can all do a few things to ensure that we remain mussel-free.

If your watercraft has been stored over the winter at a marina or other facility, there is a
good chance it has been tested by launching it in the waters closest to that marina. Those
waters may contain zebra mussels or other invasive species. So it is imperative that you
pressure-wash your boat or vessel or thoroughly dry it in the sun for 4 or 5 days prior to
launching it in Little Silver or Rainbow Lakes. If you have stored your watercraft on your
own property and it has not been to any other lakes or rivers, then this is not necessary.

If you have friends or visitors who wish to bring their watercraft to our lake please also
ensure that they follow this procedure. The best way to stop invasive species is through
education, and we need to get the word out to everyone.

Thanks for your support.

Still on the topic of boats, I would like to remind everyone that all boaters or users of any
motorized watercraft will require a “Pleasure Craft Operators Card” this year. The
deadline to obtain your card is Sept.15™. Once you have the card, it is good for life
and does not need to be renewed. You can obtain your card online at
www.boatersexam.com or www.boatinglicensecanada.com . Many of the outdoor and
recreation shows also have classrooms set up to take the test and get your card. The cost
is $49.95 + GST.

With regards to working in or around the water, please be aware that there are
shoreline restrictions in place by RVCA. No in-water work may occur between
March 15™ and June 30™. This is to allow fish spawning activity along the shoreline
to occur without interruption or harassment. Click the NOTICES button on the
Home Page of our new website www littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com for details.
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The report from the RVCA sampling that was done in the spring and fall of 2008 has
been received. It confirms spiny water fleas and zebras mussels are NOT PRESENT in
Little Silver or Rainbow. Good news!

e We do know, however, that the phosphate levels in both lakes are unusually high,
as | have reported in the past. Spring would be a great time to have your septic
tanks pumped out, if you have not done so within the past 3 years. It has been
suggested that this is even more important for part-timers to help the septic
system work better. Well-functioning septic systems leach fewer phosphates and
other harmful chemicals into our lakes. Fewer phosphates translate into less weed
growth and less likelihood of algae blooms and hence better water-quality,
fishing, swimming, etc,

Lastly, I’d like to wish everyone a good spring and I hope to see you all coming out of
hibernation soon. Frank Sammut

Announcing the new website : www.littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com

The Directors would like to thank our volunteer webmaster, Karin Cameron, for her
expertise and time spent in setting this up. Without her, we would not have a website. It
is hoped that this will become a useful tool for sharing information about our lakes,
events and resources. Your comments/suggestions and submissions of material will be
welcomed. As you visit the various sections of the site you will see that there are many
opportunities for contacting us. We look forward to hearing from you.

Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) Spring Meeting

I was pleased to be able to attend this on March 7. What a resource this association is!
Presentations of particular interest to me were “New Trends in Lake Health — Where do
we fit in?” by Anna Desallas, Scientist & Lake Partner Program Coordinator, Dorset
Environmental Science Centre; “Insurance Program Updates” by Bob Maynard, Atrens-
Counsel Insurance Brokers; and “ The Role of Land Trusts in Long-term Conservation”.
The Power Point slides are available at www.foca.on.ca in the Past Events section.

Some very informative Fact Sheets on topics of interest are available as free downloads
from the site by clicking on Docktalk. Examples are Shoreline Erosion; Natural
Shorelines; Pollution Prevention; Septic Systems; Algae; Night Skies. There is also a link
to the Fire Smart program (MNR).

Readers who do not have internet access and would like copies, please contact me.
Eileen Barbeau



