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From the Lake Steward...

I would like to update everybody on the beaver situation at the outflow from Little Silver
Lake. The beavers have been building their dam here for many years and recently they
have started building inside the culvert pipe that runs under Little Silver Lake Rd. In the
past, attempts to solve this problem involved removal of the dam. This however was not
effective, as the beavers simply would rebuild their dam causing more damage to
surrounding trees and shoreline and of course the road itself.

After careful research and consultation with the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), a
group of us volunteered to build a beaver baffler system. This system consists of 2 parts:
- Afence to prevent the beavers from floating trees and limbs downstream into the
culvert
- Aseries of 4” PVC pipes that run along the bottom of the creek bed and follows
its curving path towards the lake.

This is designed to allow the beavers to build their dam upstream from the culvert and
overtop of the pipes, yet to allow water to flow from the lake through the pipes and the
beaver dam. This flow of water is essential to allow the normal fluctuation of lake levels
up and down and to prevent flooding at high water levels.

The system was successfully installed on September 7" 2008. As of today, it is working
as planned. The beavers have already started to rebuild their dam upstream of the culvert
and overtop of our pipes. We hope that we can now live in harmony with the beavers. |
will continue to monitor and adjust the system, if needed. As an aside, MNR and Tay
Valley Township have given their approval for this project. As well, MNR have agreed to
reimburse us for the cost of materials, so it will end up costing the Association nothing*.

Frank Sammut
* For follow-up see October 2009 News Sheet

A Shoreline Owner’s Guide To Healthy Waterfronts

Your Executive has purchased sufficient copies of this booklet for all members of the
Association. Produced by the lakeland alliance, a collaboration of organizations and
government agencies working together for natural shorelines and healthy waters
throughout the greater Kawartha Lakes Watershed, it is a comprehensive guide which can
be used by all concerned about living in cooperation with their lake’s fragile ecosystem.
The Area Representatives will have one copy for each cottage in their area.

Website
Volunteers are needed to set up and maintain an Association website. Do you know
anyone who has the skills? Or are you interested yourself? It’s a great way to share
information. Please contact me with any suggestions.

Eileen Barbeau



Mining Act
As you know, the government of Ontario is changing the antiquated Mining Act.
However the proposed changes leave much to be desired and it is important that as many
of us as possible write to our elected officials.
DEADLINE OCT 15
Over the past couple of months, a loose coalition, including the Citizens Mining
Advisory group in Tay Valley Township & like minded groups in Ottawa & Haliburton,
has developed and is advocating three proposals for inclusion:
- To re-unify all provincially owned mineral rights with land that is privately
owned and taxed
- To give municipalities the ability to develop & enforce official plans that include
mineral land use designation
- To require an independent Impact Assessment before any mineral exploration
can take place.
Please support these by writing to MPPs, the premier and leaders of the opposition
parties. Also send the letter through the Environmental Registry # 010-4327 or by e-
mailing MNDM at miningact@ontario.ca

“Clean” Cleaning

Cleaning is a necessary part of lakeside life. How we go about cleaning is a necessary
part of maintaining the quality of lakeside life. If we use cleaning products that do not
contain harmful agents, we can help the lakes we love stay healthy.

Through natural eutrophication, lakes age and become more productive over a period of
thousands of years. However, humans have dangerously accelerated this process by
adding excessive amounts of plant nutrients, especially phosphorus, to streams and lakes
in a variety of ways, including the use of cleaning agents that contain phosphates, which
stimulate the unnaturally rapid growth of lake plants and algae.

In the past decades, Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes have seen a gradual, but worrying,
increase in lake plants. For example, in some parts of LSL, there are now lake plants
growing right to the surface, where in years past, one couldn’t find them even six to ten
feet below the surface. The same agents that are stimulating the growth of these plants
may eventually create excess algae, as well.

The good news is that there are affordable cleaning products readily available on the
market today, which do an excellent job of cleaning our dishes, laundry, camping gear
and cottages without the use of harmful chemicals, including phosphates.
LSRLPOA has for several years recommended affordable products by Nature Clean
(www.naturecleanliving.com; 905-940-1107) which are sold in many supermarkets,
hardware and health food stores. Another excellent line on the market is BioSource
Solutions (www.biosourcesolutionsinc.com; 1-877-883-8226) which is sold at a variety
of locations including Canadian Tire, Sears, Wal-Mart and Home Outfitters.

Shari Jackson Pruner




