Preservation and Improvement of the Lakes’ Environment

Water quality is considered a key attraction for the lakes. The top concerns in the survey relating to this

and the environment of the lakes are shown in the following table.

Concern

Status

Action

Measurement of water quality

Performed annual by the MNR

Collate and publish data

Performed frequently by the
RVCA

Collate and publish data

Trend data available

Needs to be published and kept
up-to-date

Disparity between Rainbow and
Little Silver Lakes

Significant differences between
the lakes for nitrates,
phosphates and water clarity

Continue to monitor and publish
results

Consider effect of outflow from
Rainbow Lake on Little Silver
Lake

Influence of septic systems

Both lakes now registered for
mandatory septic system
inspections per motion at 2016
AGM

Ensure by-law enacted.

No further action is required.
Continue to work with TVT to
ensure implementation and
awareness

Transfer of invasive species

Villigers (the larvae of zebra
mussels) have been seen in the
lake over many years.

Water pH and calcium levels are
considered borderline for
sustaining growth of mussels
from villegers

Continue to monitor (RVCA do
this each year).

Continue to advise on
precautions to take to avoid
transfer.

An incidence of zebra mussels
were found on two rocks near
the outflow in 2016

Continue to monitor. Rocks
need to be lifted since the
mussels grow on the bottom
surface.

Other invasive aquatic species:
Eurasian watermilfoil

Monitor and report

Plant and insect species of
concern need to be identified

Publish summary of species and
identifiers

Insect pests

Ticks that transmit lyme disease
have been seen at the lake

Information is needed for:
Methods to avoid infestation.
Methods to inspect and remove
ticks

Emerald Ash borer

Need to establish rate of
incidence

Use of chemical fertlisers

Need to be assessed

Monitor and advise

Weed killers

Threatened use by Lanark
County on CR36

Monitor and appeal




Adopt-a-road

Used as option of last resort to
prevent spraying of the roadside
of County Road 36

Continue to press Lanark County
on the wisdom of spraying.
Work with the Parks Farm to
coordinate volunteers to attend
to the road as part of this effort.

Shorelines

Most shorelines conform with
current RVCA guidelines

Assess, and approach those that
do not conform to see if
assistance programs might be
used

Shoreline erosion

Mostly stable: an accurate and
comprehensive assessment
would be of value. The most
visible shoreline effect from
animal activity of all kinds is the
pruning of cedars by the deer.

Affected by boat wakes, possibly
by water levels, loss of plant
protection. See guidelines above
and publish.

Assess and catalogue. Publish
results of the survey.

Effect of lake level on shoreline
erosion

Effort is required to maintain the
beave baffler system

Monitor flow and improve the
baffler, taking into account
aesthetic considerations.

Animal species of concern

The top six were beaver, fishers,
mice, porcupines, bears and
racoons

These are all naturally occurring
species in this region. Develop
guidance for each species on the
most effective way to live with
them. Some of these species
were considered advantageous
rather than a ‘concern’, so a
reasoned and balanced approach
is required.

Animal species considered
beneficial or appreciated

The top six were deer, red
squirrels, loons, snakes, frogs
and fish

Develop guidelines for enhancing
and encouraging where
appropriate. Some of these
species were considered a
concern so a reasoned and
balanced approach is again
required.

Fishing

Fish populations and trends in
the lake are not catalogued

Could be catalogued for future
tracking.
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