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Overview 

• Lake levels and baffler status 

• Water quality 

• Lake Stewardship Plan 



Lake Levels 

• Rainfall and Catchment 

• Beaver Dams and Water Level Limits 

• Baffler configuration 

 

Early part of 2017 has seen historically high rainfall levels throughout 
the region with flooding in many areas. 



Rainbow Lake 
~14 ha 
 
Datum height 190m 

Little Silver Lake 
~86 ha 
 
Datum height 183m 

Total Area 100 Ha 
Total effective drainage area in normal summer ~200 ha 
Thus 25mm precipitation produces 50mm rise in water level 
With waterlogged ground, this becomes more like a 5:1 ratio 

Rainfall and Catchment 

To the Tay river 

~50% of inflow to LSL 



Beaver Dams and Water Level Limits 

• No dam: 
• Natural low level is outflow creek bed 

• Natural high level set by spring run-off 

• With dam: 
• Low level will be set by precipitation vs evaporation and seepage 

• High level will be set by dam height; set by beaver (limiting height unknown) 

 

• Use of beaver baffler reduces duration of high level events 



Baffler Configuration 



Water Quality 

• 2015 and 2016 showed improvements in quality for Little Silver 
compared with recent years; 2017 initial results also encouraging 

• Rainbow Lake water quality remains relatively poor, trend line unclear 

 



Lake Stewardship Plan 

• First drafts of all sections have been posted 
and comments received 

• Second draft of Water Level and Flow section 
posted; comments now coming in: 
• Please provide any feeback 

• Let us know which areas of the Plan should be 
candidates for prioritization 

• Incoming Board will determine path to 
completion 


