
                         Little Silver and Rainbow Lakes Property Owners Association 

                                                   Annual General Meeting 

                                  July 13, 2019, 10 am,  Maberly Community Hall 

 

 

Before the AGM, coffee, tea and refreshments were provided so that attendees could meet informally 

with their neighbours.  Many thanks to Helen Chambers for purchasing the supplies and to Paul 

Chambers & Ed Mills for the set-up and kitchen clean-up.  Some pamphlets and booklets related to 

waterfront living were available on a side table. 

 

Attendance: 33 adults and 2 children; members were from the three access roads as well as 

Bolingbroke Road. 

 

                                                              AGENDA 

 

1.  The President, Frank Johnson, welcomed members and Councillor Rainer. The TVT Planner, Noelle 

Reeve, sent regrets as she had to attend another AGM where particular agenda items needed her 

expertise. 

He remarked that it had been a quiet year after the previous one when there was much work done on 

completion of the Lake Stewardship Plan.  As part of the follow-up to this, he invited suggestions 

regarding the planning of an environmental assessment and other community events; more ideas and 

volunteers are welcome. 

He recommended to members the most informative Nature Notes produced by Alison Bentley posted 

on the Lake website as well as the weekly newsletter, Rob’s Report, produced by Councillor Rainer 

which keeps constituents apprised of activities of the TVT Council and Committees. 

 

2.   Minutes of AGM July7, 2018.  These had been posted and no corrections had been received. 

Approved. 

 

3.   Noelle Reeve, TVT Planner.  As she was unable to attend she had forwarded notes  outlining 

Township planning activities which she will use at other AGMs.  These were read by Eileen: 

 

                                                              ---------------- 

 

Updates on TVT Planning and Building Activities for 2019 

 

Our major focus over the next six months is to create a Climate Change Plan (with funding from a 

grant from the federal government, the Township has hired a Climate Change co-ordinator). 

 

The Zoning By-law was updated in the fall of 2018; 

 

* allow tiny houses as an option for housing (as small as 213 square feet); 

 

* add a sourcewater protection overlay zone to protect Perth’s drinking water which comes from the 

Tay River that flows through Tay Valley; 

 

* add on-farm diversified uses to give farmers more options for sales or events on farms; 

 

* increase the size and possibilities for home-based businesses; 



 

* clarify the language around second units. 

 

Allowing tiny houses has spurred interest this year (for the first time in many years) in lots in the 

Maberly Pines subdivision. 

 

Council also recently approved rezoning for major development projects – St. Anthony’s Monastery in 

North Burgess and a proposed winery off Bolingbroke Road. 

 

In June, Council approved an amendment to the TVT Official Plan to increase the size of lots on Farren 

Lake and to require a phosphorous removal add-on to new or replaced septic systems. Adam Lake will 

provide feedback to Council in August on whether they will ask for a similar OP amendment. 

 

The number of new homes under construction in 2019 is on track with the previous three-year average 

(which was higher than normal due to an 85% increase in new homes in 2017). 

 

Tay Valley Council approved new tourism experiences by working with Cabinscape to set up three 

glamping sites (one in Maberly along the Fall River, one on Armstrong Road along the Fall River, and 

one on Mills Lake in North Burgess) and by approving a nature-oriented camping experience on Long 

Lake. 

 

Upcoming discussions by Council in August will focus on developing a Strategic Plan to guide staff’s 

work. Projects to be prioritized in the Planning and Building area include: 

 

* Amendments to Zoning By-law generated by residents, e.g. restricting large boathouses 100% over 

water, clarifying where cannibis production (in greenhouses) and processing can occur, co-housing, and 

clustered tiny homes; 

 

* Rideau Bluffs subdivision – work with developer to complete subdivision agreement (Elmgrove 

Road near Murphy’s Point); 

 

* Condominium development – complete condominium agreement for Nordlaw Lodge redevelopment 

into 18 condomiums on Bobs Lake; 

 

* Rock Barrens (throughout western TVT) – obtain data from Land Between organization; 

 

* Building By-law updates; and 

 

* Creating a Site Alteration By-law. 

 

Finally, the Planning Department is following the changes proposed by Bill 108 More Homes, More 

Choices Act including: allowing a third secondary suite on properties, changes to development cost 

charges; changes to Conservation Authority regulations and changes to the Endangered Species Act 

protections. 

 

                                                                   ------------------- 

 

  



4. Councillor Rainer. In introducing him Frank pointed out that as a result of his newsletter we were 

kept in touch with the Township activities as never before. 

 

He began his remarks by pointing out that he was one of two councillors for our ward, the other being 

RoxAnne Darling, and one of five new councillors elected last October; three Council members were 

returning.  It is a huge learning curve as a new member of Council. Members are also not always of the 

same opinion but on the whole Council is working well. He was impressed with the staff. 

 

There is much business. Small municipalities are under lots of financial pressure with the expectations 

for services. He was happy to come to meet constituents and respond to questions, taking some back to 

staff and Council if needed. 

 

A major concern is how much this area should grow.  We have here a beautiful landscape, many artistic 

and cultural activities and an extraordinary variety of wildlife which all contribute to the quality of life 

for those living here.  The projected growth here over the next years is a modest one, vs Beckwith 

(closer for commuters to Ottawa) at 80%. 

 

There are huge road maintenance costs.  For Christie Lake N. Shore Road, which experienced major 

flooding in 2017, federal funding is awaited.   Work will begin soon on resurfacing Hanna Road and 

the Glen Tay Road bridge renovation is well underway.  A very costly project next year will be the 

replacement of the Bolingbroke Bridge (the bridge on Crow Lake Road, in Bolingbroke). 

 

A request came to TVT Council regarding reducing the speed limit around ABC Hall. Concern has 

been expressed because of the undulating nature of Bolingbroke Road in that area, and the turning 

traffic to/from the hall and to/from Davern Lane, including because of the new winery going in off 

Davern Lane.  The request was referred to Lanark Council as it is in their jurisdiction, but the initial 

response from that Council has been the idea of lowering the hill by the hall. 

 

Another road issue, that of private roads has arisen. Property owners are responsible for maintenance 

but what is the Township’s role in the provision of emergency services?  He was aware of the situations 

on two of our access roads with washouts this year and the challenges faced by residents in repairing 

the effects. 

 

Council will be considering a site alteration by-law which would apply to vegetation clearing on land 

beyond the 1-metre shoreline limit. Council will also be considering policies applicable to boat houses, 

noise, and property standards.  Many municipalities have such planning provisions and there are best 

practices to be explored. After any such discussion at Council, proposals could be put forward to the 

community. 

 

Residents have expressed concern over roadside spraying. Tay Valley does not spray; Lanark County 

does but they are reducing the volume by using more spot spraying as opposed to boom spraying. 

 

Another concern of residents is climate change. An informal survey he conducted with his mailing list 

confirmed this. The Township has hired a Climate Change Plan Coordinator with the aid of a grant 

from the Federation of Canadian Municipalites. A survey with response requested by the end of July 

has been developed. He had print copies with him and he could provide the URL to Eileen for online 

access. (Eileen mentioned that it was already on the website.) 

 



Finally he mentioned his newsletter, Rob’s Report, which he distributes every Sunday. He is pleased 

that there has been a high response from recipients and welcomes hearing from others who wish to be 

included. 

 

He then asked if there were any questions/comments people would like to make. 

 

- Were there plans for the CPR Bridge on Bolingbroke Road?  The wooden surface isn’t in good shape 

and the maximum weight restriction has recently been lowered. He was not aware of this and will look 

into it. 

 

- What is the Council doing to prepare for climate change and the direct impact of more winds, 

flooding etc? He expects that all of this will be looked at as the Climate Change Action Plan is being 

developed. 

  

- Regarding the maintenance of private roads and access for emergency vehicles, it was commented 

that there should be a role for the Township. After all, property owners pay taxes and many more are 

becoming permanent residents who need access to these services. If there are insurance problems for 

Township staff which preclude them working on private roads, this certainly is not the case for 

construction companies. He will take this issue forward. 

 

- Regarding speed limits on Bolingbroke Road, it was pointed out that there is an unduly low limit of 

40 km/hr on the stretch between Camp Davern and Hanna Road. When the speed limit is adjusted near 

ABC Hall, could a uniform limit (perhaps 50 km/hr) be imposed for the stretch from west of ABC Hall 

to Camp Davern? 

 

        

 

5. Lake Stewardship Plan.  The draft brought to last year’s AGM , adjusted in response  to comments 

received there and to suggestions from the TVT Planner, was submitted to the Township and is now 

incorporated into their Official Plan as an addendum. 

 



6.Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer's Report for July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 

Opening Balance July 1, 2018   1306.37 

      

    Budget Actual 

Income       

  Memberships - 66 990.00 990.00 

    Total 990.00 

        

Expenses       

  Website hosting - 1 year 200.00 120.01 

  FOCA Membership 400.00 352.50 

  Administration 100.00 12.98 

  Bank Charges 30.00 30.00 

  Beaver Baffler repairs 500.00 0.00 

  AGM 2018 200.00 54.93 

    Total 570.42 

Closing Balance June 30, 2019   1725.95 
          

Budget  for 2019-2020 

Opening Balance July 1, 2019 1725.95 

Income       

  Membership - 65 975.00   

    Total 975.00 

      975.00 

Expenses       

  Website 120.00   

  FOCA 355.00   

  Administration 50.00   

  Bank Charges 30.00   

  AGM 2019 100.00   

  Contingency 200.00   

    Total 855.00 

Reserve     1845.95 
 

Wilma pointed out that there was a healthy reserve and invited questions. There were none. 

 

Motion to accept: Alison Bentley; Janet Conlin. Approved by show of hands. 

The President thanked Wilma. 

 



7. Lake Steward’s Report.  Andrew reiterated the importance of the Lake Stewardship Plan being a 

living document and, as was pointed out in the President’s remarks, the Board hopes to develop follow-

up plans with input from the membership. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

No expenses were shown for beaver baffler purchases in the financial report because there was a 

donation; thanks to Steve Hiltz for wire used in the cages. There was much less beaver activity recently 

and concern has been expressed that there could have been some human intervention. If so,this was out 

of control of the Association. If anyone could shed any light on the situation it would be appreciated 

(even anonymously). 

 

There are certainly more weeds in the water, especially in Little Silver. Contrary to popular opinion, the 

diet of beavers does not only include trees, weeds are consumed.  Interfering in the ecosystem leads to 

knock-on effects. Andrew reminded property owners that in attempting to control some weeds care 

must be taken not to disturb the bottom. 

 

He noted that the temperature of the surface water in May was up, 18 degrees, and there had been a 

high level of ice this year affecting some docks. 

 

RVCA has published the 10 year update on the watershed. We wish to have a meeting with them to 

discuss their data and to have a further understanding of the health of our two lakes. When this has 

been arranged, we will inform the membership of the date and time so that anyone interested and 

available could attend. 

 

Andrew asked if there were any questions/comments: 

 

-  Steve Hiltz asked when it was planned to clean out the baffler and Andrew mentioned that this would 

happen within a couple of weeks; Steve was concerned because material was building up. Andrew 

mentioned that the lake level was alright. 

 

-  Janet Conlin was concerned that there were more algae. Andrew agreed that there seemed to be more 

than normal, no idea of cause. 

 

 

8. Adopt A Road.  Eileen mentioned that the Association had become involved in this to prevent the 

County from spraying along the sides of Bolingbroke Road contaminating our watershed. We, together 

with residents on the road, work on the section of  #36  between the CPR bridge and Highway #7 

pulling wild parsnip plants and picking up garbage. Sandy Parks, of Parks Farm on the hill , 

coordinates with the County. This year it was decided to wait until after the County had mowed to start 

our volunteer work. Due to the hot, humid weather the plants have flourished and now there is about 

two weeks during which the plants can be pulled before they seed and hundreds of them are distributed.  

Volunteers  are needed to assist.  Many people volunteering an hour could make a significant 

difference.   There is information on the website about the parsnip and she would be happy to hear from 

anyone able to help via  webmaster@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com 

 

9.  Election of Directors.  At this AGM, terms expire of the Area Representatives for LSL Road and 

Rainbow Lane ( 2 for each ).  Also there is still a vacancy for Vice-President. The remainder of the 

Directors have terms expiring at AGM 2020.  To date the nominations are: 

 

    LSL           Sue Sammut (returning for a second term); Catherine Anderson 



    Rainbow    Alison Bentley(returning for a second term); Yoshiko Gumienny 

    V-President          none 

     

     As there were no other nominations from the floor, the nominated Area Representatives were 

acclaimed. It was pointed out that any Board member could be contacted by persons interested in the 

Vice-President position. Andrew mentioned that the new Board would be refreshing the Terms of 

Reference for all positions as it was a few years since that has been done. 

 

10.  Other.  Janet Conlin wished to mention that the Maberly Fair would take place this year on August 

24th . Also as she was organising the parade, she would be glad to hear from anyone interested including 

a float. 

 

11.  Next Meeting.  Saturday, July 11, 2020. 

 

12. Motion to Adjourn.  Alison.  Show of hands. 

 

 

   


