
 

 

 LITTLE SILVER AND RAINBOW LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

                                  AGM  July 7, 2018   Maberly Community Hall 

 

9:30    Registration and Refreshments 

                Some pamphlets of interest to shoreline property owners were available on a side table. 

 Attendance:   Bolingbroke Road  2;  Little Silver Lake Road   8;  Rainbow Lane  12 + 2 children;  

Silvery Lane  17 + 2 children.         Total: 39 property owners and 4 children. 

10:00  Welcome 

The President, Frank Johnson, welcomed everyone, members and guests.  Two guests, the Tay Valley 

Township (TVT) Reeve and the Planner would be speaking as part of the meeting; other visitors present 

were running in the upcoming municipal election and as we were in a municipal building, they would not 

be allowed to address the group but they were welcome to stay and listen. 

1. Minutes AGM 2017.    These have been posted on the website. No corrections were received. 

Approved as posted. 

 

2. After introducing the Board, Frank invited the two guests from TVT to address the group. 

Keith Kerr, Reeve.    He mentioned that a grant had been received and that some roads would be 

resurfaced; that a new Chief Building Officer (CBO), Kyle McCrae, was starting next week and 

that  a new Zoning By-Law, amending the current one, was planned – Noelle Reeve would be 

speaking to that. Regarding weed control, he pointed out that the Township continues to mow, 

with no spraying, the roads under their jurisdiction as a control measure.  However, there are 

County roads within the Township which are sprayed.  Last year, the TVT Council passed a 

motion to request the Lanark Council not to spray these but the motion just failed at Lanark 

Council. 

Noelle Reeve, Planner.     A board was displayed showing the different zoning categories. It 

showed that Wetlands such as Bolton Creek, and an area along the Tay /Christie Lake are 

protected.  She mentioned the Maberly Bog, of natural scientific interest, which they would like 

protected.  It has been surveyed from the air but a survey undertaken on foot needs to be done for 

submission to the Ministry.  She left a hard copy of the proposed By-Law. It referred to matters 

probably not affecting the membership such as: use of buildings for agricultural , 

school/instructional, worship, and business endeavours; multiple and second dwellings.  For 

example, second residences (carriage houses) are now allowed on Township roads  but provincial 

legislation is a barrier. She noted that the Township now interprets agricultural use more broadly 



to include a winery (there is one planned) and that other fledgling businesses are encouraged.   If 

members have concerns about the proposed By-law, they are encouraged to contact her. 

 The Township has expanded the Heritage property classification to include as well as cottages, 

buildings and fences.   Another initiative is the Tay Valley History Scholarship:  a $1,000 cheque 

together with a copy of the legacy book At Home in Tay Valley, is presented every year to a 

graduating student from one of the two high schools in Perth accepted into a post-secondary 

program who has demonstrated an interest in History.  A reminder was given about the Sundance 

Festival which takes place on Labour Day weekend behind the Fall River Restaurant.  

Noelle pointed out that Lake Stewardship Plans (LSPs) help the Township understand the issues 

as they are planning for the future, and that ours, if approved, would be included in an appendix 

to the Official Plan together with others of area lake associations. She mentioned that she was 

happy to have been consulted on the development of ours. Noelle mentioned several publications 

of interest, including the Tay Valley sub-Watershed Report by the RVCA, and the Muskoka 

Report on planning for climate change. 

 Q. Gordon Wallace, a property owner on LSL, asked about the large amount of forested land 

zoned white. Can it be developed? Noelle pointed out that there are no plans to her knowledge. 

There are no roads on that land and for development to occur there needs to be frontage on a road. 

Also development on a private road is limited. That area would not be very inviting for a 

developer. 

Frank thanked Noelle for sharing information with everyone today and also for her involvement 

in our LSP which he appreciated very much. He noted that a section of the LSP focuses on 

development issues and barriers. 

3. Lake Stewardship Plan (LSP)     

Frank introduced the topic by pointing out the chronology of  its production: first the survey and 

identification of main areas of expressed concern (water level; environment;  development;  

safety and recreation); then the Board decision to work towards a Plan with these as chapter 

headings  together with one on an historical review; production of drafts of each section which 

would be posted on the website as they were ready; receipt of comments and suggestions ; 

development of subsequent drafts in response to comments and suggestions received; new drafts 

posted, more comments received ; final draft of entire document (June 4, 2018) posted and all 

informed that this would be taken to the AGM; members informed of the Motions which would 

be presented at the AGM. He mentioned that the Board had planned to have a public meeting in 

April and that ABC Hall was booked but only two people had responded by the cut off date so the 

meeting was cancelled. 

 

Those present were asked if there were any comments on the final posted draft.  As there were 

none, the motions were presented: 

 

A.  Approval of the Plan.      Approved unanimously 

B.  That the Plan be submitted to Tay Valley Township for inclusion in the Official Plan. 

Approved unanimously. 



             Bob Irwin, Silvery Lane, expressed thanks to those who had worked in producing such an      

excellent Plan.  

4.  Action plans.    Frank pointed out that attention would be given to the Development section; he, 

together with Keith and the TVT Planner would work on this.  Keith Keyes has been working on 

a much larger social history of the neighbourhood in addition to the chapter in the LSP; he will 

soon have this ready for posting on the website. Andrew Kendrick plans to work in the lake 

level/flow area. 

5. Treasurer’s report.  Some print copies were circulated (copy attached).  Wilma van Zwol 

pointed out some aspects of the 2017/18 statement: the income was greater than that projected 

thanks to the work of the Area Reps in collecting membership fees; three lines were below budget 

and the Canada 150 celebrations were as budgeted.  With respect to the budget for 2018/19, the 

opening balance is $1306.37 and items essentially in line with those previously. Wilma asked if 

there were any questions.  Keith Snelson, Silvery Lane, asked why the expenditure for FOCA 

membership last year was below that projected.  Wilma explained that their (Federation of 

Ontario Cottagers’ Associations) fee for member associations is comprised of two parts, one of 

which is a flat amount for all and the other a per member levy depending on the size of individual 

associations. Consequently the amount we pay can vary from year to year. There were no other 

questions and the reports were received with thanks (proposed and seconded by Board members 

Alison and Keith). 

6. Lake Steward’s Report. Andrew presented latest information on water quality from RVCA 

measurements and by ongoing observations.  Both LS and Rainbow Lakes are in the “fair” 

classification used by RVCA, but the trends in quality have been positive in recent years, 

probably linked to septic upgrades and to reduced use of fertilizers and pesticides.  The water 

samples show low levels of e.coli and show that the water is safe for swimming/ 

The history of water levels over the last year has shown again that the weather controls much of 

what happens to the lakes.  The high levels of early 2017 persisted through much of the summer 

and fall.  More modifications were made to the LSL baffler, and a model of how rainfall affects 

the lake levels has been developed and tested.  The current baffler system is expected to work 

well to maintain flow and limit level fluctuations in ”normal” conditions but the Board has also 

developed a plan for skimming the beaver dam in the event of very high levels.  Andrew thanked 

those who have helped with cleaning the bafflers and noted that new volunteers are always 

welcomed. 

A final note to the report was to encourage members and their guests to respect the lake speed 

limits, and to stay clear of birds and other fauna particularly during the breeding seasons. 

Ed Mills, Little Silver Lake Road, noted that swimmers should take care to ensure that they are 

visible, or that they are accompanied by safety boats. 

                        

                       



7. Adopt- A- Road Report.    Eileen mentioned that the two signs posted on CR 36, one near the 

Maberly Fairgrounds and the other near the CPR Railway Bridge, refer to the section being 

adopted by the Friends of Bolingbroke Road .  We, the members of the LSRLPOA together with 

those having property abutting that section of the road are the “friends”.  The Board chose to 

become involved in this Lanark County project as they were concerned about the County’s 

decision to spray their roadsides with herbicides as a control measure for noxious weeds.  This 

section of CR 36 is in our watershed raising concern about seepage into our lakes as well as the 

impact on organic farmers and a bee keeper in the area. To avoid spraying the “friends” need to 

help eradicate wild parsnip by pulling and digging; this year the county will be mowing along the 

roadsides and will also use a long arm to get into some ditches which is very helpful.   

 

 In May this year Volunteers dug out many plants as they were starting to produce leaves.  

However in July there are still many entering the flowering part of the cycle. It is imperative to 

pull these before they produce hundreds of seeds. More volunteers are needed from the 

Association to assist. She noted that she has information which she can distribute to anyone 

interested on the life cycle of the plant as well as suggestions for protecting oneself from possible 

effects of the sap, which together with sun exposure can cause some dermatological damage on 

some people.  However, she mentioned that many people consider poison ivy as presenting many 

more problems in this regard.  Updates on our project as well as activities in the County will be 

given on the website home page.   She requested that anyone interested in helping out with a 

small section of our road contact her.   On the display table, there is a volunteer sign-up form on 

which members can express willingness to become involved as a volunteer in this or any other of 

the Association activities. 

8. Election.     As there was no Past-president, Andrew Kendrick and Eileen Barbeau were 

appointed by the Board to be the Nominating Committee.  The list of those nominated was 

circulated to all members prior to the meeting.  Eileen mentioned that there were still the same 

gaps on the slate and that those nominated had held office previously, in many cases more than 

once.  Although the Committee very much wanted to encourage new members to be nominated or 

to offer to stand themselves, they did not want people to feel coerced.  To run one needs to be 

willing and have available time – otherwise it just won’t work out.  Andrew and Eileen then took 

turns listing the Board positions, pointing out who was already nominated and asking for other 

nominations.  There were no additional names brought forward so there was no election for the 

positions available and all were acclaimed for a 2-year term; there were three members who have 

one year remaining of their existing term.    The Board  therefore is comprised of:  

       President           Frank Johnson 

       Vice President   vacant 

        Lake Steward   Andrew Kendrick 

        Treasurer           Wilma van Zwol 

        Secretary           Eileen Barbeau 

         Area Reps 

                LSL            Sue Sammut (2019);    vacant 

                Silvery        Paul Chambers; Lynn Tarzwell 

                Rainbow     Alison Bentley (2019); Keith Keyes(2019) 

 



9. Other Business 

Lost dock:   Bob Irwin, Silvery Lane, informed everyone that on his shore there were 3 10x6  

beams.   Anyone missing part of a dock should contact him to retrieve it. 

 

Frank Johnson gave a tribute to the contribution to the Association of Walter and Ann Downs 

during the two decades they lived on Rainbow Lane.  Walter served as area representative, vice-

president, president and past president.  They are moving to Perth (Ontario) and it is hoped that 

they will visit us. Members enthusiastically clapped. 

 

10. Adjournment.  Proposed and seconded by Keith and Alison.   Approved 

        11. Next Meeting.  The date of the 2019 AGM will be confirmed by the Board at its first meeting.  

                             Probably it will be Saturday, July 13
th
 in Maberly Hall. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

           

 


