
Fewer Cottages Built Slower 

Tay Valley Township solves Bill 23 

Alice’s view from the rabbit hole 
 

Thinking of building a nice cozy extension to your cottage this year? 

 

Easy:  Apply for a building permit! 

Wait:  You live on an Unassumed Road? 

Sign Here: and you are all set… 

The Road Access Agreement that you never knew you needed: 

The Owner will provide … Commercial General Liability Insurance … which shall include … A limit of 

liability of not less than $5,000,000 per occurrence;  … blah blah blah 

A snip at $1.5 to $2K per year.  Forever.  On top of taxes.  If you can get it. 

 

“Why is this?” asked Alice. 

 

Because YOU don’t have Frontage on an Improved Street!!  See Section 3.4 of the Zoning Bylaws.  

Actually, don’t bother to read it because you won’t understand it.   

It is not written in plain English. Even though it appears to be.  

Other exceptions apply, but TVT chooses which.   

It has YOU in their sights… 

 

So, YOU will need a Road Access Agreement!!  Even if all you wanted was a bunkie for Alice. 

 

Now, Council voted over four years ago to get rid of this odious imposition, then set up a Working Group to get 

rid of the imposition, then “noted” its report in which it said get rid of this imposition and has now buried that 

report without trace on its website, and is now holding “closed” sessions to make sure that taxpayers and 

property owners are unable to hear what machinations are being prepared to prevent simple building permits to 

be issued. 

 

Meanwhile, property owners are spending huge amounts of money challenging this in court, watching property 

values plummet, TVT is spending even huger amounts of our money defending its interpretation, whatever they 

may be, and the legal battles proceed. 

Welcome to the Wonderland of Tay Valley Township.  And don’t even think of improving your cottage. 

 

Doug Ford, go eat your heart out.   

In Tay Valley we know how to put a shovel in the ground.  And leave it there… 
 

If only all the above were just Alice's nightmare...  Unfortunately, it is the morass that our township now 

flounders in, four years since the current Deputy Reeve Fred Dobbie commented "It’s like you’re trying to 

punish the people.”  Indeed, Fred, quite so. 

https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/living-here/Building-Applications.aspx
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/living-here/private-unassumed-roads.aspx
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/living-here/private-unassumed-roads.aspx#Zoning-By-Law-Section-3-4-Road-Access-Agreement-Requirement
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/doing-business/resources/2002-121---Zoning-By-law-Consolidation---18-10-26.pdf
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/living-here/private-unassumed-roads.aspx#Zoning-By-Law-Section-3-4-Road-Access-Agreement-Requirement
https://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/living-here/private-unassumed-roads.aspx#Private-Unassumed-Roads-Working-Group-PURWG-

