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MINUTES OF THE 

 
47TH  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (VIRTUAL) 

 
JULY 11th, 2020, 10:00 a.m. 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS IN ATTENDANCE: 31 
 
Guests:  
  Sarah McLeod Neilson, RCVA 
  Brian Campbell, Reeve of Tay Valley Township Council 
  Noelle Reeve, Planner of Tay Valley Township 
  Rob Rainer, Councillor on Tay Valley Township Council 
 
1. Welcome and Approval of the Agenda; Introduction of Emily Viirre 
Frank Johnson, President, welcomed all to the meeting and thanked Emily Viirre for helping facilitate 
the very first virtual AGM in the Association’s history.  
 
The agenda was approved by consensus, as were the Minutes of the 2019 AGM which are posted on 
the lakes’ website. There were no matters arising from either of these. 
 
2. Sarah MacLeod-Neilson, RVCA 
Ms. MacLeod-Neilson, who is the Surface Water Quality Coordinator for the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority, sampled both Rainbow and Little Silver Lake on June 16. She is short-staffed 
this year due to Covid 19, with only one summer student instead of her usual three. As well, they 
cannot work with volunteers this year. She thanked Frank Sammut and Clark Richmire for their effort in 
previous years. Thus, she is prioritizing those lakes with significant issues for a second sampling later 
in August and September.  
 
Little Silver and Rainbow had good-to-fair results, with few changes since the 2019 Christie Lake 
Catchment Report. The overall nutrient levels are moderate, and the e-coli rates are very low, meaning 
the lakes are safe for boating and swimming. The 2020 sampling points and results can be found here. 
Note: scroll down the page to Water Testing.  Throughout the RVCA, she is seeing lots of algae blooms 
with the hot weather and earlier ice-off and will be studying the interaction of carbon with algae and 
aquatic species’ use of nutrients in our lake. The RCVA program was instigated in 2001, and the lakes 
have been sampled consistently since 2006. She expects this program to continue with minor changes.  
 
3. Brian Campbell, Reeve of Tay Valley Township Council 
 
Mr. Campbell updated us on the impact of Covid 19 on the Tay Valley Township. Its offices are closed, 
but staff are working either in the office or at home during regular business hours, communicating by e-
mail or telephone. The Township is accepting planning and building applications, and Council voted to 
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defer penalties and interest on tax bills until October 1st. The Township has two new tandem dump 
trucks which will go into service this fall. 
 
Of note to the LSLPOA, the $1.3M contract for the Bolingbroke Bridge was awarded to Ross & Anglin, 
and work will start August 15th, ending in mid-to-late November. As well, the Council will strike a 
working group to develop terms of reference for road access agreements for  private roadsi like the 
ones in Sherbrooke ward.  
 
The TVT’s Climate Change Action Plan will come to Council in August. Also, the Township is 
continuously working with the Eastern Ontario Regional Networks group to improve cell and Internet 
coverage in our area.  
 
Gypsy Moths are inundating our area. The TVT is working with the Ministry of Natural Resources on a 
plan of action for next year if the infestation returns. Christine Ormsby asked if trees would recover. Mr. 
Campbell said that the MNR’s Brian Anderson said 75-80% of trees would return, depending on their 
age and when they were denuded. When Lynn Tarzwell asked if there would be spraying, as there was 
by Lanark County in the 90’s, Mr. Campbell said the municipality would not be doing that on private 
property. 
 
4. Noelle Reeve, Planner of Tay Valley Township 
 
Ms. Reeve said the TVT had received a grant from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities to hire 
someone for seven months to work on a Climate Action Plan to be presented on October 11th. It will set 
targets for municipal operations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and set environmental goals for 
the community. The Township received excellent input from the public, who asked for even higher 
targets than required by the FCM. Township residents want to be in line with international targets, i.e. to 
keep climate change below a 1.5°C temperature increase. She expects the plan will be posted on the 
TVT website early in August. 
 
The TVT have volunteer groups focused on heritage; if you’re interested in local history, consider 
joining them. The Lanark Neighbours for Truth and Reconciliation are trying to implement the 
recommendations of the Federal Truth and Reconciliation Report, published about five years ago. They 
have created a plaque to give some history of the Algonquins who still live in this area, particularly in 
the Bedford, Oso and South Sherbrooke Townships. The plaque will be installed on a large rock 
donated by Omya at a pullout near the mailboxes in the hamlet of Bolingbroke.  
 
Another heritage project is the development of an unused road in Maberly. The group is working 
towards renaming it Cohen Way and installing a plaque on a store owned by Leonard Cohen’s great-
great-grandparents. The Cohens were among the thriving Jewish community who settled in Maberly 
and ran many local businesses.  
 
The Township is also developing recreational opportunities, e.g. John Miller Park with a path running 
from Glen Tay to Grant’s Creek on five acres of donated land. Historical plaques on this path will 
recognize the 200-year-old farm in this location and its place in the Tay Valley watershed.  As well, the 
owners of the large solar farm at Narrows Lock Road are donating the forest at the south end of the 
property where the Township hopes to build trails as well. The DNE, Perth and Tay Valley have hired a 
consultant through grant funding to work on a recreation masterplan for the area. They will decide on 
which projects to implement when during budget time in the fall. More information on the Recreation 
Master Plan can be found here. If you search “Joint Recreation Master Plan” on the TVT home page, 
you will find a 300+ page document with even more detail.  
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Other Township and County activities protect biodiversity, e.g. turtle egg nest protection boxes. Again 
this year, Tay Valley did not spray the roads for wild parsnip and instead is relying on local volunteers 
to pull the noxious weed.  
 
The Township has been working hard with the Ministry of Natural Resources and other forestry groups 
to get information on Gypsy Moths. Ms. Reeve suggested signing up at the Township’s news feed for 
information on this and other topics of interest.  
 
Despite Covid-19, the Township has been very busy. Its build starts have been higher in the first seven 
months of 2020 than in 2019. Only one rezoning request was refused because the construction, 
already begun, is too large and too close to the lake. As well, was built without a permit. The province’s 
LPAT (Local Planning Appeal Tribunal) is backlogged, but they expect this request to go to mediation in 
the fall.  
 
Other large-scale projects are also proceeding in the Township. Construction of the restaurant/wine-
tasting and storage building at the new winery off Bolingbroke Road is expected to start in August. The 
Coptic Monastery in North Burgess is embarking on its 50-year master plan to build a monastery, family 
accommodation for pilgrims and a church. The Blueberry Creek Veterinary Clinic has moved across 
Highway 511 to Tay Valley and tripled in size.  
 
If you have further questions for Ms. Reeve, contact her at planner@tayvalleytwp.ca.  
 
5. Rob Rainer, Councillor of Tay Valley Township 
 
Mr. Rainer opened by praising the LSRLPOA for its engagement, particularly in protecting the water 
quality of our lakes. He added to the previous comments re: the Gypsy Moth infestation by mentioning 
that they are attacked by several natural predators, a virus and fungal disease. These natural controls 
have not yet caught up with the spread of the moths, however. Spraying is expensive – approximately 
$40-$50 per acre. A similar-sized municipality looked into this and the cost would be about a million 
dollars – beyond the TVT’s budget.  
 
Property owners can band together to undertake a BTK bacterium spraying. BTK can affect non-target 
moths and butterflies; however, those species can recover. It is also too late to spray for 2020; it needs 
to be done when the moths are at the larval stage. These outbreaks are unpredictable; hopefully we 
won’t have a similar or worse infestation next year. Lynn Tarzwell has archival material on the spraying 
done in the 90’s; contact her at secretary@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com if you’re interested.  
 
Mr. Rainer is very concerned with forest health in general. Another very hot, dry summer will affect our 
forests and bring more invasive species. There is considerable expertise in our township, which he 
hopes to tap into. He mentioned a forest management program available to owners of ten or more 
acres which may lead to a 75% property tax reduction for the forested portion of your land. If interested, 
please contact Mr. Rainer at rainershinetvt@gmail.com. You can also use this address to subscribe to 
his newsletter, Rob’s Report. (Note: several residents praised the Report and advised subscribing.)  
 
6. Executive Reports   
 

a. Treasurer’s Report 
Wilma Van Zwol presented her last report as Treasurer. Most expenses line up with her budget for 
65 members at $15/property. Our Contingency expenses are slightly higher because of the 
Association’s donation to the Maberly Agricultural Society in honour of Paul Pospisil, who died last 
September, and the purchase of the Lake Protection workbooks. 
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She noted that this is an unusual year in that we have a balance of over $2000 due to lower expenses, 
e.g. no face-to-face AGM this year. The Contingency fund will have to change as we anticipate 
expenses in updating the website in the wake of Eileen Barbeau’s departure as webmaster.  
 
Note that all residents can get a free copy of the Lake Protection Workbook from their Area 
Representatives. If you don’t have a copy, please contact your Rep.  
 

b. Secretary’s Report:  
Eileen Barbeau’s full report can be found here on the Association website. Eileen noted that the Adopt-
a-Road/wild parsnip control on the Bolingbroke Road between Highway 7 and the railroad bridge is 
coordinated by Sandy Parks of Parks Farm. In the past, Eileen was the liaison for our part of the road.  
 
Frank noted that Eileen has also been looking after the website for several years. She and Ed have 
now moved away from the lake, but she has kindly offered to take care of the website for another 
month or two, but we are hoping someone will take it on. Eileen supports the idea of a thorough review 
of the website’s expectations by the new Executive. There is, for example, a large section on 
community events which seems to be popular. Frank invited all residents to have a look at the website 
and submit your comments and suggestions.  
 
Frank expressed our enormous gratitude for Eileen’s hard work as Secretary and Webmaster. Eileen 
said that for the last ten years she has been organizing the LSRLPOA’s records, some of which are of 
archival quality and absolutely fascinating. They have been sent to Lynn Tarzwell, who is the new 
Secretary. Eileen expressed the wish that some of this material be shared with the Lanark Archives. 
The Executive will consider this, and Lynn will be in touch with the appropriate person in Lanark 
County.  
 

c. Lake Steward’s Report   
 
Andrew Kendrick raised two points beyond the water quality etc. issues covered earlier in the meeting. 
The topics of the beaver baffler and beaver dams are always front and centre at our AGMs. The 
beavers inevitably build dams. The bafflers maintain outflow from the lakes to avoid stagnation, yet 
without alerting the beavers. This system is scientifically calibrated to engage more outflow pipes as the 
lake level rises, hopefully keeping the lake within acceptable levels. Unfortunately, we are not 
authorized to control this within the Tay Valley watershed. The bafflers will need major repairs this year, 
so we will need budget for supplies. Andrew mentioned that he is very grateful to residents who 
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volunteer to help keep the bafflers clear. Please contact him at 
lakesteward@littlesilverandrainbowlakes.com if you can help.  
 
Another topic of concern is boat speed on the lakes. The limit is 10kph if you are within 30 meters of 
shoreline – the whole southern end of Little Silver Lake and the “pinch point” at the island. Residents 
and their guests are strongly encouraged to obey this limit; speeding is dangerous to people, animals 
and their shoreline habitats. We may put more information at the boat launch for members of the public 
who use this access. Residents asked about procuring more speed limit signs, which the Executive will 
look into. There was a note in the Chat about not polluting the shoreline with too many signs, however. 
Andrew’s full report can be found here.  
 
7. Elections: 
The following nominations are put forwards by the current Executive. Terms end in July 2022 
unless otherwise stated. 

President:  Frank Johnson 
Vice President:   (nominations welcome) 
Lake Steward:  Andrew Kendrick 
Secretary: Lynn Tarzwell 
Treasurer: Emily Viirre 
Silvery Lane 1: Paul Chambers 
Silvery Lane 2: Margo Ayers 
Rainbow Lane: (terms end July 2021) Alison Bentley and 
  Yosihiko Gumienny 
Little Silver Lake Road: (terms end July 2021) Sue Sammut and Cathy  
 Anderson 

Frank asked for a quick show of “hands” or a reaction in the Chat feed; the election of the Executive 
was accepted. Here is a list of the current Executive.  
 
8. Issues for Executive Consideration Going Forward 
Residents are invited to comment and ask questions of the Executive on any of these matters. Contact 
information can be found on the website (see the current Executive link above) and has been updated 
to reflect the changes due to the 2020 elections.  

a. Road Liability 
b. Lake Levels 
c. Website Review 
d. Gypsy Moths 
e. Deer Ticks 
f. Speeding boats and speed limit signs/contacting offenders  
g. Wild Topsoil: topsoil containing wild parsnip seeds delivered to a resident 
h. Private Property: same resident mentioned concerns about trespassing on private property. 

Richard Mosley mentioned red metal dots on trees on Little Silver Lane that mark the 
boundaries of a hunt camp/private property. Hydro One has also marked trees on Little Silver 
and Silvery Lane to be trimmed (blue paint) or cut down (orange paint) this summer. 

i. Dog owners – some owners are not keeping their dogs under control, contrary to TVT bylaws.  
 
Date for next year’s AGM: Saturday, July 10th  
 
Adjournment: 11:00 a.m.  
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